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Advertiſement. . = 
OT are an hundred faults in this 43 


thing, and an hundred things might = 
be ſaid, to prove them beauties. . But it 
is. needleſs. -A book may be amafing, = 
with numerous errors; or, it may be very: 
dull, without a ſingle abſurdity. . The hero 5 4 
of this piece unites in himſelf the three - 
| greateſt characters upon earth; he is a 
prieſt, an huſbandman, and the father of 
a family. He is drawn as ready to teach, 
and ready to obey; as fimple | in affluence, . 
and majeſtic. in adverſity. In this age of + 
opulence and refinement, whom can ſuch 
A character pleaſe? Such as arc fond of 
digh life will turn with diſdain from the 
LES ages” 
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M 1 oteps if the family of Melee im in which 
| . agar More as. well of minds 2 * 


wan 1 of Aid 25%; 3249, >} thor” 


was ever of We that che onen man q 


married, and brought up a large family,” 4 
more ſervice than he who continued age a 


7 


©» FS 


only talked of /population. From this tnotive Thad 


| ſearee 'taken' orders x Fear, | before 1 began d think ' 
| ſeriouſly of matrimony, choſe my wife ks ſhe did her 
wedding-gown, not for a fine glofly ſurface, hut fuch 
qualities as would wear well. To do her juſtice, This 

© a good-natured" notable woman 3 and 48 for 

® breeding, there were fow*country ladies who'ar chat 

time could ſhow more. She could read any Engliſh 
bock without much ſpelling ; and for pictligy Pre- 
ſerving, and cookery; nunc eouId excel her. Se pH 
ded herſelf much alſo upon being an excellent con- 
tiver in houſekeeping ; yer L could never find that 
 we'grew'Ticher wich all her contrivances. vance © . . 
— Vox. L | A | 
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ching that could Ag us 3 with eee 
each other. We had an elegant houſe, ſituated in a 
| Kne country, and a good neighhourhopd. | A 
was ſpent in moral or rural ae in vidting 
our rich neighbours, or relieving Fu were poor. 
We had no revelutions-torfear, to under» 
go; all our adventures were by the fire ide, and all 
our migrations from the blue bed to the brown. 
As we lived near the road, we often had the tra- 
veller or franger come to taſte our gooleberry wine, 
Bor hett we had great reputatzen ; and I profeſs, 
with the veracity of an hiſtorian, I never kiiew one of 
wem fing fault #ith it.; Our couſins, $00, oven to this | 
fortieth-remore, all remembered yheir affivity,arithout 
any help from the Heralg's office, and: came very fre- 
L ee , d ep t u 
55 we had the Mind, de maimed; and We 
mongſt the number. However, my wife always in- 
. Giſted, that, as they were the ſame feb and bod with 


us, they ſhould fit with us at the ſame table. 80 that, 


if we bad nat very nich, we generally had very happy 
friends about 1s,4 for this remark will ever hold good. 
through, life, That the poorer the gueſt, che better - 
_ pleaſed he ever is with being treated s and, as'fomie 


men gaze with admiration at the.cglours of a.talip, 


and others are ſmitten with the wing of a butterfly, 
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ure eee, e 1 
found to be a perſon of very; bad character, à troubles, 


times an horſe of ſmall value; and I always had ths 
ſatisfaction of finding he never came back to return 


did not like : mt; never was the family of Wakefield 


known: to; turn the aver ar Bae dependent — 


ent of den. e 
Thus we ase meme in « firs of whack hit 
vitality ram but that we ſometimes had thoſe little 
rubs which Providence ſeuds' to enhance the value of 
a faxours:/; My orchard was oſtin xoblied-liy-hook. 
boys, and my wife's euſtards plundered by the cats af 


in the moſt pathetic parts. of my, ſermoti, or hi lade 
return my wife's civilities at church with & mutilated 
gourteſy. ene over the anealinals cauſed. 
vy ſuch accidents ; and ; uſually. in threg er four d 
we began to wonder bow they vexed us. 1 
Mx children, the offspring of reraperance, n they * 
were educated without ſoftneſs, ſo they were at once- | 
well formed and healthy ; my ſons hardy and active) 
my daughters dutiful and. blooming. When, HO 
in che midſt of the lit circle, which. promiſfed to be 
the ſupports, of my decliging age, I could not avgid 


1 the e Rory of Count Abenberg, mhoy 
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ſome guall, or one we defivedto ger fid'of 5 uh his - - 
leaving my houſe for! the firit'time,; L ever c ee 
te lend him u riduig-coat, or a pair of 'boors, or ſun — 


wem. By this; d Houſe was; cleared of fath- us ns — = 


5 ng THE: VICAR or 
| ether courtiers came with their treaſures, brought Rs 
thirty-two; children, and preſented them to his ſove- 
reign as the moſt valuable offering he had to beſtow. 
In this manner, though I had but fix, I eonſidered 
them as a yery valuable preſent made to my country, 
and, conſequently, looked upon it as my debtor. Our 
eldeſt ſon was named George, after his. uncle, ho- 
left us ten thouſand. pounds. Our ſecond child, # 
girl, I intended to call after her aunt Grizel: but my 
wife, who, during the time of her pregnaney, had 
been reading romances, inſiſted upon her being called 
Olivia. In leſs than another year we had à daughter 
again; and now I was determined · that Grizel ſhould 
be hep name; but a rich relation taking a faricy to 
ſtand godmother, the girl was, by Her directions, talled. 
Sophia; fo that we had two romantic names in the 
5 family; but I:ſolemnly proteſt Ichad no- hand in it 
' Moſes was our next; and, W reindeer a0 | 
Fears, we had two ſons more. | 
It would be fruitleſs to aan aig eaten von | 
I faw-my little ones about me; but the vanity and 
ſatisfaction of my wife were even greater than mine: 
When our viſitors would. ufually ſay, Well, upon 
„ my word; Mrs Primroſe, you have the- fineſt hi 
n dren in the whole conntry.” Ay, neighbour,” 
ſhe would anſwer, „they are as heaven made them, 
©. handſome enough, if they be good enough for 
handſome is, that handſome does. And then ſhe 
would bid the girls hold vp their heads; who, to con- 


"_ nothing, were * very handſome. Mere 
o utide 


* 


. e : I 9 8 * "cs. 
rn kat Ar & > WT i £ 1 ds . 
i o * g * I J + o 
ä * — * 19 * #2 * 1 * „ * 
1 9 % * . 1 7 - — 
& + E, ' ' K a : 


dude u W very Gig a cirttimaſianite wich nes th |. 
I ſhould ſcarce have remembered to mention it, bad 
it not been a general topic of converſation in tlie c 
try. Olivia, now about eighteen, had that luxuriancy. 
of beauty with which, painters. generally draw Hebe 3 
open, fprightly, and commanding. Sophia's features 
wars ac? 6 Reg Se often did more cer 
tain execution; for they were ſoft, modeſt, and allu - 
ring. . 
by efforts ſucceſſively reperteds- | 
The temper of à woman is 8 from" 
the turn of her features, at leaſt it wis 40 ich my" 
daughters. Olivia Wiſhed for many lovers, Schi to 
fecure one. Olivia was often affeted; from r00'great 
a # defire to pleaſe,- Sophia even repreſſed excellence, 
from her fears to offend;-' Phe one entertained me 
with her viratity when I Was gay, the viher with her 
ſenſe when T-was / ferious;- *But "theſe qualities werd 
never carried to exceſs in either; and I have often ſeetl - 
them ne charaffers for x whole day together. 


ende d a tiew Tet of tibbanil given her young: 
er fiſter more than natural. Vivacity. My eldeſt ſon 
George was bred at Oxford, as I intönded him for 
one of the learned profeſſions. My ſecond boy, Moſes, - 
whom 1 deſigned for buſineſs, received. a fort of 4 
miſcellaneous education at home. But it would be 
needleſs to attempt deſeribiag the. particular characters 
& young people that had Teen but very little of the: 
world. In ſhort, — 3 
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. and, properly ſpeaking, they had but one charac- 


ter, that of being all W R | 


„ ane nA im | py 


Family misfortunes. . The toſs of PIER oh fron to 
Kath the. 1 of the worthy. + i 
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* pe concerns of our famaily: 38 
committed to my wife's management: as to the 
ſpiritual, I took them entirely under my own direc · 
tion. The profits of my living, which amounted but 
to thirty-five. pounds a- year, I gave to the orphans and 
| Vidows. of the clergy of our dioceſe; for, having a 
ſufficient fortune of my own, I was careleſs of tempo · 
ralities, and felt a ſecret pleaſure in doing my duty 
without reward, I alſo ſet 2 reſolution of keeping no 
curate, and of being acquainted with every man in 
the pariſh, exhorting the married men to temperance, 
and the batchelors to matrimony ; fo that, in a few 
years, it was a common ſaying, That there were three 
ſtran ge wants at Wakefield, a parſon wanting pride, 
young men wanting wives, and ale houſes "ung 
cuſtomers. | 
Matrimony was always one 00 my favourite topics; 
and 1 wrote ſeveral ſermons to prove its utility and 
happineſs; but there was a peculiar tenet: which I 
made 
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raade a point. ef Wüpestiög l for 1 ieee Ui 4 

| Whiſton, That it Was unlawful-for. a prieſt: of the . 9 
church of England, after the death of his firſt wifey 
to · take a ſecond; or, to expreſs it in A 
myſelf upon being. a iti monogamiſt j «5. ohy 

Unt n e 6 w44p” als om 
whicly ſo many laborious volumes have*been/writtens 
I-publiſhed ſome-trats upon the. ſubject myſelf, whichs 
as they never ſold, 1 have the conſolation. of thinkihg, 
are read only by the happy Few. Some of my friends 
called this my, weak fide 4 but) alas l they had not, 
like me, made id the ſubject of long. contemplations- 
The more I reflected upon · it; the mort important is 
appeared: I even went a ſtep beyond. Whiſton in diſ- 

playing. my principles 2 ag; he had ne 1 
Vife's tomb, that ſhe: was the 0/y wite of Willany * ] 
White ; ſo I wrote -a ſimilar epitaph: for m wile = | 

though ſtill living, in whigks I6xtolled -Her-pradence, = 

economy,. and obedience, : till:deathy and having got 

is copied fair, with an elegant frame; it was placed 

over che chimney· piece, where it anſwered ſengrul ver rr 
uſeful purpoſes. It admoniſhed my wife of ber duty to 
me, and my fidelity to her ; it inſpired het with a paſs 

fion for fame, and enn harage din mind of vs. 
end. M M es Jo. winhic wt 5 

It was thus, perhaps, from eee 00 oſt - 
NODES CL ER; ch eldeſt ſon, juſt upon Jea- 
ving college, fired his affections upon the daughter of 
a neighbouring clergyman,:who was a dignitary in the 
N and in circumſtances to give her a large for- 
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. | _ plexion ſo tranſparent, and: ſuch: an happy ſenſibility 
e looks that even ayge-coul# not gaze with: indiffer- 


viillig enough to lengthen che peribd ; and the var 


weir paſſion.” We were. generally awaked in the 


T 1 E vba or 


Aue . 


ii : Mi Arabella Wilmot was allowed by all, except my 
% daughters, to'be'complatly pretty. Her youth 


Kealth, and innocence; were ſtill heightened by a com- 


ence: : As Mr Wilmor knew that I'coul$ muke' a very 
kandfowe ſettlement on my ſon; he was not averſe to- 


de match z ſo both families lived: together in all that 


harmony. whieh, generally precedes - an expected alli⸗ 


ance. Being convinced; by experience,” chat the days 


of courtſhip are the moſt happy of our lives, I wa 


ſhared' in; eachiother's company, ſeemed to increaſe iy 


warning by: raufie, and on fine days rode 4 hunting 
The: bours between: breakfaſt” and dinner” the ladies 
devoted to dreſs and ſtudy : they. uſually read a page, 


Ind: then gazed at themſelves: in the glaſs, which, 


of greateſt beauty. At dinner, my wife took: the lead i· 


for, as. ſhe / always · inſiſted upon carving every thing: 


herd, it being her motber's way, ſhe gave us, upon 
theſe occaſions, the hiſtory of every diſh. When we 


Lo e eee -v ug 


with» the - muſic-maſter's alliance, the. gick- would 
m—— very apa ooneert. Wet my 


park 


A . 8 a , 5 
43S | 1 £4 P P 4 - 
0 bY r * * * * a 6 * 
N . 2 9 - , rn * — 
4 , = * 0 , '4 4 * 2 
ts * 3 


the reſt of the- day, nous the alliance ef erden 
as I hated ad manner of gaming, extept backgam- 
mon at whieh m od friend and I ſometiſbes too e 25 
ko- penmy bit. Nor can I here paſs over an ominous 
eireumſtance that happened the laſt time we played _ 
vogether. I only wanted to fling a . and yet 1 
threw a deuce ace five times running.- Win 
Some months were elapſed · in this manner, till Xt . 
At it was Mought convenient to fix" à day for the 
nuptials of the young couple, who ſeemed earneſtiy 
to deſire i; During the preparations: for the weds 
ding / I need nat deſeribe the buſy importance af my 
wife, e eee In fact. my 
attention on another the completing 
a tract which mania ey - m defence 
of monogamy. As I looked upon this: as a maſters. 
piece, both for argumem and fiyle,.. I could not, itt. 
the pride of my heart, avoid ſhowing it to my old 
friend Mr Wilmiotz as 1 made no doubt' of receiving - 
kis approbation; but. too late I. diſcovered, cb e bi 
| was moſt violently attached do the- contrary! opinions. | 
and with good reaſon, for he was at that time atwally 4 
courting a fourth wife. This, as may be expected 1 
produced a. diſpute, attended with ſome . acrimon « a 
which thr to interrupt our intended 1 
but on the day before that appointed for the 
AY, we agreed to diſcuſs the ſubje@ at large. en 
| Ir was managed. with! proper ſpirit on boch fides1 
| he aſſerted chat I was- heterodox :- I ' retorted the | 
charge. he replied,. and I. rejoined. In the meam 
8 


WAKEFIELD: 5 
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is one of my who, with x face ef cha- 


em a we to Pre up; che dilpyte;. and allow: 
tte old: gentleman te be à buſband, if he 1 06 
| aſt till my ſon's wedding was over. -: How,“ cri 
I. * rdinquifh.the cauſe of truth, anch let im . 
1 4 bulband, already driven to che very verge of abſur- 
ren: You might as well adviſe; weft give up m 
ED ©: Fortune be mr argument? „ That ſortuse, e- 
wann ey friend, I am nous ſrry o inform gu, is 
, almoſt nothing. Your merchant in wn, in whole; 
* Rands vont money was lodged, has gone off, to 25 
void a ſtatute of bankruptcy; and; ivis- thought, hae 
*/notlefr.a ſhilling in the pound 1 was unwilling 
4 lock you, or the family, with th acpount, til] | 
s uſter the wedding: but no it may ſerve to mode 
rr peur varmth in the argument for 1 fuppaſe 
BY © your own prudlence will enforce the nereſſity of dife 
e fomblinz, ar leaſt till your ſon has the young lady's 
fortune ſecure. - Well,” returned I, if whay 
4_ you tell me be true, add if L am ta be a beggar, it 
ſhall never make me a raſcal,. or induce, me to diſ- 
&,zv0w my principles. PII go; this moment and in- 
OR teh ace rr brug narf. and as for 
 ©the Kube even here retract mij former con- 
A cefions in the old: | gentleman's favour ; abr will 
« allow him now to be an huſband, Ai Nos 4 
«:fa#o, or in any ſenſe of the ex preſſion. 
It would be endleſs to deſcribe the different ande- 
wons of both families, when 1, dirulged the news of 
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foon came, with 2 confirmation 7 * 
The loſs of fortune, th myſelf alone, would have beep 
trifling 3 the only uneaſineſ I felt was for my 
who were to be humble, withonrt fach an « 1 as 
eould render them eallous to cbntemipt. n 1 


val, my thoughts were e employed bn ſome ſuturd 
means of ſupporting them z%and at hn a ſmall curt 
Nite aber ne mate) 
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- * Ciples without moleſtation. ' With: this propoſal I joy- 
Fully cloſed, having en to een TR _ 
_ by\managing a little farm. 3 ein 
Having taken this e ee 
$er-20gether the wrecks of my fortune; and, all debts 
collected and paid, out of fo thoufand pounds 
| we had now but four hundred remaining. My chief 
\ attention, therefore, was next to bring down the pride 
. of my family to their Eircymſtances ; for I well knew, 
hat aſpiring beggary is wretchedneſs itſelf, You 


* can't be ignorant, my. children,“ cried I, © that no 
« prudence -of ours could have prevented our late 
% misfortune ; but prudence may do much in diſap- 


* pointing its effets. We are now poor, my fond - 
* & lings.; and wiſdom bids us conform to our humble 
«4 ſituation. Let us, then, without repining, give, up 


4 thoſe ſplendours with which numbers are wretched, 


"ue and ſeek, in humbler circumſtances, that peace with 
« which all may be happy. The poor live pleaſantly 
« without aur help; and we are not fo imperfealy 


e formed as to be capable of living without theirs. 


xc No, my children, let us, from this moment, give up 
« all pretenſions to gentility ; we have ſtill enough leſt 
« us for happineſs if we are wiſe j and let us draw 
« upon. Cantent for. the deficiencies, of Fortune 

As my eldeſt fon was bred a ſcholar, I determined 
to ſend him to town, where his abilities might con- 
tribute to our ſupport. and his own The ſepara- 
tion of friends and families is, perhape, one ef the 

Feng 32 moſt 
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Abs did bsp eb undastab dane pes lne 1 
day: Won arrived on'which we were bon to diſperſe | 
for the firld time, My ſon, after taking leave of he 
mother and the reſt,' who mingled their tears with 
kifes} came to aſk a bleſſing from me. This I ga 
'him from my heart; and which, added to five/guineas, 
was all che patrimony T had now to beſtow. «You 
are going, my boy,“ cried I, 4 to Londom om ſoot, 
- in the manner Hooker, your great anceſtor, tra- 
'® velled there before you. Take from me the ſame 
« horſe that was given him by the good biſtop Jewel, 
1 this Kaff. and this book too Zit will be your. com- 
4 fort on the way z theſe two lines in it are worth l 
million, I have been yung, and now am ud ;\ ye 
ver /aw I the righteous man forſaken; or his ſeed beg- 
« ging tbelr bread. Let this be your conſolation as 
you travel on. Go my boy: whatever: be thy for- 
tune, let me ſee thee once a · year: ſtill keep a good 
heart, and farewell.” As he was poſſeſſed of inte- 
grity and honour, I was under no apprehenſionsfrom 
throwing him naked into the amphitheatre of life 3 
for I knew he would edge HERO | 
or fell! ©: 
His departure only ee — our pine 
which arrived a few days afterwards. ' The leaving a 
neighbourhood in which we had enjoyed ſo many 
hours of tranquillity, was not without a tear, which 
ſcarce fortitude itſelf could ſuppreſs. * Beſides, a jour- 
y of ſeverity miles, to a family that had hitherto.ne- 
ver been above ten from home, filled us with appre. 
Vor. I. BY: B henſ on; 
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F ae the 'crigs of the poor, who followed us 
for ſome. miles, contributed to increaſe; it. The fitſt 
day journey brought us in ſafety within thirty miles of 
dur future retreat ; and we put up, for the night, at an 
- obſcure inn in a village by the way, When we Wie 
| ſhown a room, I deſired the landlord, in my uſual 
way, to let us have his compan company, with which be 
complicd, as what he drank would increaſe the bill 
next morning. He knew, however, the whole neigh- 
' $ourhood- to which I was removing, patticularly 
| . Squire Thornhill, who was to be my landlord, and 
who lived within a few miles of the place. This gen- 
tleman he deſcribed, as one who deſired to know little 
more of the world than the pleaſures it afforded, being 
particularly remarkable for his attachment to the fair 
ſex. He obſerved, that no virtue was able to reſift 
His arts and aſſiduity, and that ſcarce à farmer's 
Waughter within ten miles round but what had 
Found him ſucceſsful and faithleſs. Though this ar- 
count-gave me ſome pain, it had a very different ef 
fet upon my daughters, whole features ſeemed: to 
brighten with the expeRation of an approaching tri- 
umph ; nor was my wife leſs pleaſed and confident of 


0 


( 


their allurements and virtue. While our thoughts 
were thus employed, the hoſteſs entered the room, to 
inform her huſband, that the ſtrange. gentleman, who 

| had been two days in the houſe, wanted money, and 
could not ſatisfy them for his reckoning. 4 Want : 
© money!” replied the hoſt, * that muſt be impoſli- ll . 


. for it was no later than yeſterday he paid three 
« guinens 
) 
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« 


« wng what/money I had about me, has ſhown me 


there is ſtil ſome denevolence- left among us. I 
« muſt, however, previouſly intreat being informed = 
af the name and reſidence of my benefactor, in or- 

der to remit it as ſoon as poſſible.” In this I ſatis» 


fied him fully, not only mentioning my name and late 


move. „This,“ cried he, “ happens. ſtill more 
«© luckily than I hoped for, as 1 am going the ſame way 
« myſelf, having been detained here two days by the 
« 1 which, I hope, by to-morrow will be found 
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\f 


2 that was to de whipped through che town: Far 


misfortunes, but the place to which I was going to re- ; 


Ba e paſſable,” 


: 


© THEVICAK OF ' 
| bie- | Preſtified che pleaſure Loſhould have in 
his! company; and my wife und di 


«daughters joining if 
uitteaty / he. was prevulled Upon to Nay to Tapper? 
Tiro ſtyanger's converſution, Whieh was at once plea*” 
fifig and iniſtructi ve, induced ine to wiſh ſor a continu! 
ans of it Þ but it was now high time to retire and 
ws refreſtument: againſt che futigues of the followingi 
emit bags od ide PP badly wie 
«The aext'tnorking we all fer forward together p my 
family on horſeback; while Mr Burchell/ bur new 
companion, walked along the foot: path by the road 
fide; obſerving, with a' ſmile, that, as we were il 
mounted, he would be too generous to attempt lea 
ving/us behind. As the floods were not yet ſubſided; 
we were odliged to hire à guide, WhO trotted om be- 
fore, Mr Burehell and I bringing up the rear - We 
Iighitend the fatigues of the road with - philoſophicaÞ 

Aiſputes, which he ſeemed perfectly to underſtands 
But what ſurpriſed me moſt was, that though he was 
a money. borrower, yet he defended his opinions with 
as much obſtinacy as if he had been my patron. He 
now and then alſo informed me to whom the different 
ſeats belonged that lay in our view as we travellec 
the road. © That,” cried he, pointing to à very 
magnificent houſe, which ſtood at ſome diſtance, © be- 
4 lorigs to Mr Thornhill, a young gentleman who en- 
* joys a large fortune, though entirely dependent on 
the will of his uncle, Sir William Thornhill; a gen- 
„ tleman, who, content with a little himſelf, permits 
. . * to enjoy the reſt, and chiefly reſides in 
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veroſity, and ſingularities, are ſo univerſally known l 


nnn bene volence.— 


chell, © at leaſt he carried benevolence to an exceſs 


« and as they all were upon the fide of virtue, they 


« putation among men of learning. Adulation ever 
follows the ambitious ; for ſuch alone receive. moſt 
« pleaſure from flattery. He was furronnded with 
& crowds, who ſhowed him only one fide of theig 
character; ſo that he began to loſe a; regard 


« joved all mankind; for fortune prevented him 


u exquiſitely .ſenſible, that the ſlighteſt. touch gives 
„ pain: what ſome have thus ſuffered in their perſons, 


n ſtreſs, whether real or fiftitions, touched him to the 
« quick, and his ſoul labonred under a ſickly ſenfibj- 
„ lity of the miſeries of others. Thus diſpoſed to re- 
n Heve, it will be eaſily conjectured, he found num- 
a bers diſpoſed to ſolicit :'Þis 
5 8 
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town,” „ What!” cried I, % my young land- 
lord then the nephew of a, man whole virtues, ge» 


« led it up to a romantic extreme. He early began to 
« aim at the qualifications of the ſoldier and ſcholars 
« was ſoon diſtinguiſhed in the army, and had ſome rex 


« from knowing that there were raſcals. Phyſicians 
tell us of a diſorder, in which the whole body is ſo 


« this gentleman ſek in his mind. The flighteſt dy 
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[ have heard Sir William Thornhill repreſented. aa 
6 one of the molt generous, yet whimſical men. in the | 


4 Something, perhaps too much ſo,” replicd Mr Bur- 


«when young ; for his paſſions were then firongs 


&« for private intereſt in_ univerſal ſympathy.. . He 
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4 166 rede, büt not his good nature ; ihne tus 
Daeed, was ſcen to increaſe; as che ołher ſeemed to! 
A deeay : he grew improvident as he grew poor; and, 
« though he talked like a man of ſenſe, his actions 
Deere whole of a fbol. Still, however, being ſur- 
*rounded with importunity, and no longer able to 
* Eailfy every requeſt that was made himy inſtead of 
money he gave promiſes, They were all he had to 
«% beſtow; and he had not reſolution enough to give 
any man pain by a denial. By this means he drew 
4 round” Rim crowds of dependents, whom he was 
fſure to diſappoint, yet wiſhed" to relieve. Theſt 
bs Hung upon him for a time, and left him with met 
7 rited reproaches and contempt: But, in proportion 
f 1% as he became contemptible to otliers, he became 
01 deſpicable to himſelf” His mind had leaned upon 
: their adulation; and, that ſupport taken away, he 
* could find no pleaſure in the applauſe of his heart; 
„ which he had never learned to reverence itſelf. 
The world; now began to wear a different aſpectʒ 
« the fattery of his friends began to dwindle into 
* ſimple approbation, that ſoon took the more friend 
ly form of advice ; and advice, when rejected, ever 
% begets reproaches. He now found, that ſuch friends 
as benefits Bad gathered round him, were by no 
means the moſt eſtimable : It was now found, that 
*"a'man's'own heart muſt be ever given to gain that 
of another: PF now found; that - but I forget what 
I was going to obſerve: in ſhort, Sir, he reſolved 
* to "reſpeQ — and . plan — 
y * bis 
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* ane em , 
« whimſical manner, he travelled through Europe In 
«- circumſtances. were mort affluent than ever. At 3 
« preſent; therefore; this bounties are more ration“ 
and moderate than before ; but ſtilb be preſtrvey 
the ene eee and mem 
« ſure in eccentrie virtues - 89 
My attention was ſo nen taken up by Mfr Bü Mi 
chell's account; that I ſearce looked forward as we 
went along, till we were alarmed by the cries-of my 
family; when. turning, I perceived- my. youngeſt 
daughter in the midſt of a rapid ſtream, thrown from 
Her horſe, and ſtruggling with the torrent. She had: 
funk twice; nor was it in my power to diſengage my» 
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8 


d 5 N > Wee 


ſhe would have certainly periſhed, had not my com- 
panion, perceiving Her danger, inſtantly plunged in do 
Her relief, and, with ſome difficulty, brought her in 
ſafety to the oppoſite ſhore.- By taking the current a 
little farther up, the reſt of the family got ſafely overs. 
where we had am opportunity of joining our ackngw- 
ledgments to hers. Her gratitude may be more rea- 
dily imagined than deſcribed*: ſhe thanked her defi- 
verer more with looks than words, and continued to 
lean upon his arm, as if till willing to receive aſſiſt- 
ance. My wife alſo, hoped one day to have the plea - 
fre of returning his kindneſs at her own houſe: Thus, 
after we were all refreſhed. at the next inn, — | 
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ſelf in time to bring her relief. My ſenſations were: 4 
even too violent to permit my attempting her reſcue :: . .. 
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—— he was golog'$0/ 6 Mine Ha of | 
. the country, he took his leave, and we purſued our 

| Journey; my wiſe obſerving, as we went, that ſhe liked 
Mr Burchell extremely; and proteſting, that, if he had 
birth and fortune to entitle him to match into ſuch à 

| Family as ours, ſhe knew no man ſhe would ſooner fix 
upon. I could not but ſmile to hear her talk in this 
train: one almoſt at the verge of deggary, thus to 
aſſume language of the moſt infulting aſſtuenee, might 
ereite the ridicule of ill nature; but I was never much 
„ ee Tn Ne WESC re 
. ee es 13 
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CHAP. IV. 


2 5 that even the humbleft fortune may grant bag 
pineſi and delight, which depend, not on circumſtance, 


but conſlitution. 


T place of our new retreat was in a little neigb- 

bourhool, conſiſting of farmers, who tilled their 
own grounds, and were equally ſtrangers to opulence 
and poverty. As they had almoſt all the conveniencies 
of life within themſelves, they ſeldom viſited towns or 
cities in ſearch of ſuperfluity. Remote from the po- 
lite, they ſtill retained a primeval ſimplicity of man- 
ners, and, frugal by long habit, ſcarce knew that tem- 
| {Pergnee was a virtue. They wrought with cheerful- 
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wit on the firſt of- April Hand reb giouſſy erachd nuts 
on Michaelnias eve. nnn 
the whale neighbourhood came out to meet their in 
niſter, dreſſed in their ſineſt clothes, arid preceded 'byt 
> pipe and tabor 2 alſo a ſeaſt vas provided for o 
reception, at which we ſat cheerſully down and w 
the, een ! in wit, we e, 
Wie 07 14 34h 0! ogy i 204] Tot ore f hy 

Our little Wa ee at the ſoot of S: 


dow, on the other a green. My farm confiſted of any 
bout twenty eres of excellent land, Hayihg given an. 
hundred pounds for my predeceſſor's good will. No- 


. wing could exceed the neatneſs of my little ineloſures 3. 
„ me elms and hedge rows appearing with incxpretlible; 


covered with thatch, which gave it an air of great 


waſhed, and my daughters undertook to atiorn them 
with pictures of their own deſigning. Though the- 
fame room ſerved us for parlour and kitchen, that 
only made it the warmer. Beſides, as it | was Kept? 


with the utmoſt neatneſs, the plates, diſhes, and cop- 
pers, being well ſeoured, and all diſpoſed in bright: 
rows on the e the * was agrecably relieyeds: 

and 


" 


* 
4 | 4 1 * - <L 28 ” 4% . 
. . 
: 8 * 
* +, 
o 111 


ſloping bill, ſheltered. ich a beautiful underwood be- 


beauty. My houſe conſiſted of but one ſtory; and Vas 


inugneſs; the walls on tht᷑ inſide were nicely whites: - | 
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== third, wich tra beds, for the reſd of my childrens | 
— 80 | "The Bhi republic fo ich T xphe hain; ae roy 

. lated in the following manner: By fon riſe we all ag. 

- fetnbled in our common en, the fire being 

_ previouſly kindled by the ſervant. Aſter we had-fa- 
Hated each other with proper ceremony, (for I aba 

WT "thought ft 10 keep ap ſome mechanical forms of 
= — good breeding, without which freedom ever deſtroys 
_  friendſhip,) we all bent in gratitude to that Being who 
N gave us another day. This duty being performed, 

my ſon and I went to purſue our uſual induſtry abroad, 
white my wife and daughters employed themſelves in 
providing breakfaſt, which was always ready at a cer- 
thin time. I allowed half an hour for this meal, ard 
an hour for dinner; which time was taken up in inno- 
cent mirth between my wife and daughters, and inf 
philoſophical arguments between my ſon and me. 
As we roſe with the ſon, fo we never purſued ou 
labours after it was gone down, but returned home 
to the expecting family, where ſmiling looks, à neat 
hearth, and pleaſant fire, were prepared for our recep« 
tion. Nor were we without other gueſts : ſometimes 
farmer Flamborough, our talkative neighbour, and of+ 
ten the blind piper would pay us a viſit, and taſte our 
gooſeberry wine, for the making of which we had loſt 
neither the receipt nor the reputation. Theſe harms 
leſs people had ſeveral ways of bein good company 
Þ it | | While 
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3 andtherewenld Bg foie 
ſoothing ballad, Johnny Armſtrong's laſt good-night, 
or the crucky of Barbara Allen. The night wusch 
cluded in the manner we began the mornings; my 


n read loudeſt, diſtincteſt, and 
beſt, was to ha . nn 
the poor's bon. 
a FC | 
which all my ſumptuary edits could not reſtrain. 
had conquered the vanity of my daugiters, yet ſtill 
found them ſecretly attached to all their former fins 
ry: They fill loved laces, ribbands, bugles, and ca- 
gut; my wife herſelf retained a paſſion for her crim 
ſon paduaſoy, becauſe b 
became her. N 

The firſt Sunday, in particular, . 
ved to mortify me: I had deſired my girls che prece- 
ding night to be dreſſed early the next day; for I al- 
ways loved to be at church a good while before the 
eſt of the congregation. They punctually obeyed my 
= >Rtions; but when we were to aſſemble in the 
Vvorning at breakfaſt, down came my wife and daugh- 
ers, dreſſed out in all their former ſplendour ; their 
air plaſtered up with pomatum, their faces patched 
Wo talte, their trains bundled up into an heap behind, 
d ruſtling at every motion. I could not help ſmi- 
Wing at their vanity, particularly that of my wife, from 
whom I expected more diſcretion : in this exigence, 
therefore, 


youngeſt boys being appointed to read the leſſons “ 


1 A neat as you pleaſe,” interrupted I, „ and I ſhall ove 
& you the better for it; but all this is not  neatriefs, 


L Fk vie u Ur 
| therefore, my only refburee was, to order my fo, 
Hitk an important air, to oll our coach. The gun 
ere amared at the command j but I repeated it with 
more ſoleninity than before. Surely, my dear, yon 
'® jeſt,” cried my wife, © we can walk it perfect well; 
* we want no_coach to clfry us no «« You thi- 
"4 Rake, child,“ returned I, „ we do want à Conch 
® for, if we woll to church in this trim; the vhy ob 
dren in the pariſh will hoot after us for a ſhow.” 
| * Indeed,” replied my wife, I always imagined 
e that my Charles was fond of ſeeing his children 
<4 neat and handſome about him.“ may be'as 


but frippery. Theſe rufflings, and pinkings, and 

* patchings, will only make us hated by all the wives 
« of all our neighbours. No, my children,“ conti 
nued I, more gravely, © theſe gowns may be altered 
into ſomething of a plainer eut ; for finery is very 
unbecoming in us, who want the means of decency. 
I do not know whether ſuch flouncing and ſhred- 
«-ding is becoming even in the rich, if we conſider, 
„ upon a moderate calculation, that the nakednefs of 
the indigent world may be gigs Aa: che TU 
« mings of the vain.” + N 
This remonſtrance had hy proper een Gee went 
vich great compoſure, that very inſtant, to | change 
their dreſs; and the next day I had the ſatisfaction of 
finding my daughters, at their own requeſt, employed 
a is up their trains into Sunday waiſtcoats for 
4 Dick 


d d . 1 | 1 
dick and Bill, the two little ones \ arid; whine ws lll 
ore ſatisfactory, the en improved by be- 
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a T * Ae from the bout my predecelſet/ 
had made a ſeat; overſhadowed by an hedge of 
dawthorn and honeyſuckle. Here, when the weather 
xs fine, and our labour ſoon finiſhed,” we uſually att 
at together, to enjoy an extenſive landſcape, in the 
alm of the evening. Here, too, we drank tea, which 
ow was become an occaſional banquet ; and, as we 
ad-it but ſeldom, it diffuſed a new joy, the prepara< 
ons for it being made with no ſmall ſhare of buſtle 
d ceremony. On thele « cafions, our two little ones 
ways read for us, and they were regularly ſerved 
er we had done. Sometimes, to give a variety to 
r amuſements, the girls ſung to the guittar; and 
hile they thus formed a little concert, my wife and 
would ſtroll down the ſloping field, that was embel 
ſhed with blue bells arid centaury, talk of ' our'thil- 
Wren with rapture, and enjoy the breeze CINE” wane 
oth health and harmony, Pot 
Vor. 1. C fo | 


2 THE VICAR OF 


In this manner, we began to find, that every ſitua- 
tion in life might bring its on peculiar pleaſures: 
every morning waked us to a repetition of toil j but 
the evening repaid it with vacant hilarity, © = 
It was about the beginning of Autumn, on a holi- 
day, (for I kept fuch as intervals of relaxation from 
labour, ) that I had drawn out my family to our uſual 
place of amuſement, and our young muſicians began 
their uſual concert. As we were thus engaged, we 

- Gw a ſtag bound nimbly by, within about twenty paces 
of where we were ſitting, and, by its panting, it ſeem; 
ed preſſed by the hunters. We had not much time 
to reflect upon the poor animal's. diſtreſs, when we 
perceived the dogs and horſemen come ſweeping along 
at ſome. diſtance behind, and making the very path it 
had taken, I was inſtantly for returning in with my 
family; but either curioſity or ſurpriſe, or ſome more 
hidden motive, held my wife and daughters to their 
ſeats. The huntſman, who rode foremoſt, paſſed us 
with great ſwiftneſs, followed, by four or five perſons 
more, who ſeemed in equal Laſte. At laſt, a young 
gentleman, of a more gentesl appearance than the 
reſt, came forward, and for a while regarding us, 
inſtead of purſuing the chace, (topped ſhort, and giving 
his horſe to a ſervant who attended, approached us 
with a careleſs ſuperior air. He ſeemed to want no 
introduction, but was going to ſalute my daughters, 
as one certain of a kind reception; but they had early 
learnt the leſſon of looking preſumption out of count 
tenance. Upon which, he let us know that his name 
was 
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| . Thorabil and that he was owner of the eſtate : 
cat lay for ſome extent round us. He again, there» 

re, offered to ſalute the female part of the family; 
ad ſuch was the power of fortune and fine clothes, 
that he found no ſecond repulſe. As his addrels, 


winked upon my daughters,. in order to prevent their 
ompliance z but my hint was counteracted by one 
from their mother; ſo that,” with a chearful air, they 
gave us a favourite ſong of Dryden's. Mr Thornhill 
eemed highly delighted with their performance and 
boice, and then took up the guittar himſelf. He 
Wlayed but very indifferently; however, my eldeſt 


; though confident, was eaſy, we ſoon: became more ſa- 
niliar; and perceiving muſical inſtruments lying near, 
| Wc begged to be favoured wih a fong. As 1 did 
a not approve of ſuch diſproportioned acquaintances, I 
e 
$ 


Y Waughter repaid his former applauſe with intereſt, and 
* ured him, that his tones were louder than even thoſe 
ar r her maſter. At this compliment he bowed, which ſhe 
vs turned with a curtſey. He praiſed her taſte, and ſhe 
ns WWommended' his underſtanding. An age could not 
Ng gave made them better acquainted ; While the fond 
he | nother, too, equally happy, inſiſted upon her land- 


i rd's ſtepping in and taſting a glaſs of her gooſeberry. 


ag be whole family ſeemed earneſt to pleaſe him: my 
vs ils attempted to entertain him with topics. they 
nog ought moſt modern, while Moſes, on the contrary, 
ers, Wave him a queſtion or two from the ancients ; for 
al | hich he had the ſatisfaction of being laughed at; for 
un. 


—_ aſcribed to his wit. that laughter which was 
* C2 "  kviſhed 
Was a ' | 
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buſy, and fondly ſtuck cloſe to the ſtranger, All my i 
_ (endeavours could ſcarce keep their dirty fingers from 
handling and tarniſhing the lace on his clothes, and 
Lifting up the flaps of his pocket - holes, to ſee what 
vas there. At the approach of evening, he took his 
leave; but not till he had requeſted permiſſion to re- 
new his viſit; augen he was i of r e 
readily agreed to. 
As ſoon as he was gone, my wife called a WP 
von the conduct of the day. She was of opinion, that 
it was a moſt fortunate hit; for, that ſhe had known 
eyen ſtranger things at laſt brought to bear; She ho- 
[ped again to ſee the day in which we might hold uff 
our heads with the heſt of them; and concluded, ſhe 
{prateſted ſhe could fee no reaſon why the two Miß 
Wrinklers ſhould | marry great fortunes, and her chil 
:dren get none. As this laſt argument was direRediii 
to me, I proteſted I-could ſee no reaſon for it neither, 
nor why one got the ten thouſand pound prize in the 
lottery, and another fat down with a blank. «But 
« thoſe,” added I, ©. who either aim at huſband 
greater than themſelves, or at the ten thouſan' 
% pound prize, have been fools for their ridiculot 
e claims, whether ſucceſsful or not.” © I protel 
-< Charles,” cried my wife, * this is the way you 
« ways damp my girls and me, when we are in ſpirit 
Tell me, Sophia, my dear, what do you 'think « 
„ our new viſitor? Don't you think he ſeemed to 
4 good · natured?ꝰ « Immenſely ſo, indeed, Manama, 
|  replis 
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W replied ſhe. avec eee 
every thing, and is never at a loſs ; and the more 
* trifling the ſubject, the more he has to ſay ; and, 
« what is more, T proteſt he is very handſome” 
« Yes,” cried Olivia, © he is well enough for a man 
« but for my part, I don't much like him, he is ſo 
« extremely impudent and familiar; but on the guit- 
« tar he is ſhocking.” "Theſe two. laſt ſpeeches I in- 
terpreted by contraries. 1 found by this, that Sophia. 
mternally deſpiſed, as much as Olivia ſecretly admired 
him. Whatever may be your opinions: of him, my 
« children,” cried I, & to confeſs a truth, he has not 
prepoſſeſſed me in his favour. Diſproportioned 

« friendſhips ever terminate in diſguſt; and I thought, 
* notwithſtanding all his caſe, that he ſeemed perfectly 
* ſenſible of the diſtance between us. Let us keep to 
companions of our own rank. There is no charae- 
ter among men more contemptible than that ofa 
fortune · hunter; and I can ſes no reaſon. why for- 
tune - hunting women ſhould not be contemptible 
too. Thus, at beſt, it will be contempt if his views 
are honourable: but, if they are otherwiſe! l ſhould 
ſhudder but to think of that; for, though 1 have 
© no apprehenfions from the conduct of my children, 
I think there are ſome from his character. I would 
dave proceeded, but for the i interruption of > ſervant 
om the Squire, who, with his compliments, ſent us 
ſide of veniſon, and a promiſe to dine with us ſome - 1 
Ways after. This well timed preſent pleaded more 
1 in his favour than any thing I had to fay 
C3 could! 


„ nf vic or 
vonld obviath- I therefore continued: ſent, ſatisfied 


- with: juſt | having pointed out danger, and leaving it 
to their own-diſcretion to avoid it, That virtue which 


requires to be ever a is ſcarce n n cen 
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| 8 W on \ the former diſpute UN Toute de 
4 gree of warmth, in order to accommodate 


matters, it was univerſally concluded upon, that we 
ſhould have a part of the yeniſon for ſupper, and the 
girls undertook the taſk with alacrity. I am ſorry,” 
cried I, that we have no neighbour or ſtranger. to 
take apart in this good cheer ; ſeaſls of this kind ac- 
« quire a double reliſh from boſfiry.”— “ Bleſs 
me,“ cried my wife, © here come Hur good friend 
« Mr Burchell, that ſaved our Sopbyg,. and that run 
you down fairly in the argument.” Confute' me 
© in argument, child V cried I, « you miltake there, 
« my dear. I believe there are but few that can do 
that: I never diſpute your abilities at making a 
_ * gooſe pye, and I beg you'll leave argument to me.“ 
sI ſpoke, poor Mr. Burchell entered the houſe, and 
Was welcomed by the family, who ann him heartily 
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by the hand, while little mee reached 12 1 
a chair, So al wy 
_ 1 was pleaſed with alin poor 5 n Bis | 
wo reaſons ; becauſe I knew that he wanted mine) 
and I knew him to be friendly as far as he was able 
He was known in our neighbourhood by the character 
of the poor gentleman that would de no good when 
he was young, though he was not yet above thirty. 
He would, at intervals, talk with great good ſenſe; 
but, in general, he was fondeſt of the company et 
children, whom he uſed, to call harmleſs little men. 
He was famous, 1 found, for ſinging them ballads, 


ſomething in his pockets for them, piece of ginger - 
bread, or a halfpenny whiſtle. He generally came 
into our neighbourhood once a year, and lived upon 
the neighbour's hoſpitality. He ſat. down. to ſuppes 
among us, and my wiſe was not ſparing of her gooſe; 
berry wine. The tale went round: he fung us old 
ſongs, and gave the children the ſtory of the Buck of 
Beverland, with the hiſtory of Patient Grizel. The 
adventures of Catſkin next entertained them, and then 
Fair Roſamond's bower. Our cock, which always 
crew at eleven, now told us it was time for repoſe 3 
but an unforeſeen difficulty ſtarted about lodging the 
ſtranger : all our beds were already taken up, and it 
was too late to ſend him to the next alehouſe. In 
this dilemma, little Dick offered him his part of the 
bed, if his brother Moſes would let him ly with him, 
% And I,” cried Bill, „will give Mr Dune. m 
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and telling them ſtories; and ſeldom went without © 
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pers, if my fiſters wit take me t6 heir Wel 
done, my good children,” cried I, 10 hoſpitality is 
© one of the firſt Chriſtian duties. The beaſt retires 
n to. its ſhelter, and the bird flies to its neſt; but 
_ 6 helpleſs man can only find refuge from his ſellow- 
©ereature- The greateſt ſtranger in this world was 
# he that came to fave it. He neper had an Houſe, 
“ as if willing to ſee what hoſpitality was left remain- 
* ing amongſt us. Deborah, my dear,” cried I to 
my wife, give thoſe boys a lump of ſugar each ; 
«© and let Dick's be the largeſt, becauſe he ont 
6 Erde.“ 8 

In the morning early I called out my whole family 
to int at ſaving an after-growth of bay, and our 
gueſt offering his aſſiſtance, he was accepted among 
the number. Our labours went on lightly ; we turn» 
ed the ſwath to the wind, I went foremoſt, and the 
reſt followed in due ſucceſſion. I could not avoid; 
however, obſerving the aſſiduity of Mr Burchell in 
aſſiſting my daughter Sophia in her. part of the talk. M 
When he had finiſhed his own, he would join in "hers; 
and enter. into a cloſe converſation : but I had tob 
good an opinion of Sophia's underſtanding, and was 
too 'well convinced of her'ambition, to be under any 
uneaſineſs from a man of broken fortune. When we 
were finiſhed for the day, Mr Burchell was invited as 
on the night before; but he refuſed, as he was to ly 
that night at a. neighbour” s, to whoſe child he was 
earrying a whiſtle. When gone, our converſation at 
upper turned upon our late unfortunate gueſt. What 
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vagance ! He by no means wants ſenſe, which only 
<< creature ! where are now the revellers, the flatter- 


4 Gone, perhaps, to attend the - bagnio pander,' grown 
„ rich by his extravagance.” They once praiſed Kim, 
« and now they applaud the'pander + their former 
4 raptures at his wit, are now converted into far 
e caſms at bis folly; he is poor, and perhaps de- 


«.to be independent, nor the ſkill to be uſeful.“ 
Prompted, perhaps, by ſome ſeeret reaſons, I deliver. 
ed this obſervation with too much acrimony, whith 
my Sophia gently reproved-.. Whatſoever his for» 


* ſhould exempt him from cenſure now. His preſent 
66 1y; and I have heard my Pappa himfelf ſay, that 


3 we ſhould never ſtrike our unneceſſary blows at à 
« victim over whom Providence already holds the 


* 


Sophia,“ cried my ſon Moſes, © and one of the an- 
« cients finely repreſents ſo malicious a conduct, by 
the attempts of a ruſtic to flea Marſyas, whoſe ſking 


% another. Beſides, I don't know if this poor | man's 
« ſituation be ſo bad as my father would repreſent it. 

We are not to judge of the feelings of others by 
* 6. * | 6s what 5 
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mer conduct may be, Pappa, his circumſtances 
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16:4 ſtrong inftance/? faid I, 10 lö chat poor Pew R 
the miſeries attending a youth' of "levity and extra- 


<< ſerves to aggravate his former folly. Por forlorh | 


4 ers, that he could once inſpire and command! 


« ſerves poverty; for he as either the Abs 


* indigence is a ſufficient puniſhment for former fox 
« ſcourge of its reſentment.” ——* You" are right, 


* the fable tells us, had been wholly ſtripped off by - . 
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4 * we might ſeel, if in their place. However 
0 dark the habitation of the mole is to our eyes, yet 
1 the animal itſelf finds the apartment ſufficiently 
6 lightſome. And, to conſeſs a truth, this man's mind 
« ſeems fitted to his ſtation; for 1 never heard any 
4 one more ſprightly than he was to-day, when he 
© & converſed with you.“ This was faid without the 
leaſt deſign ; however, it excited a bluſh, which ſhe 
ſtrove to cover by an affected laugh, aſſuring him that 
the ſearce took any notice of what he ſaid to her; but 
that ſhe believed he might once have been = very fine 
gentleman. The readineſs with which ſhe undertook Wi 
eo vindicate herſelf, and her bluſhing, were ſymptoms ll 
I did not internally approve ; but I n Kos: 
Picions, 

As ues tor welt the ee 
Sens to-make the venifon paſty; Moſes fat reading, 
while I taught the little ones: my daughters ſeemed 
_ Equally buſy with the reſt ; and I obſerved them for 2 
good while cooking ſomething over the fire. I at firſt 
fuppoſed they were aſſiſting their mother; but little 
Dick informed me, in a whiſper, that they were ma- 
king a wa/h for the face. Wathes of all kinds 1 had 
à natural antipathy to; for I knew, that, inſtead of 
mending the complexion, they ſpoiled it. T there- 
fore approached my chair, by ſlow degrees, to the 
fire, and graſping the poker, as if it wanted mend- 
ing, ſeemingly by accident overturned the whole 
compoſition, and it was too late to begin another. 
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6 town wt it deſcribed, The dulleft fellows 1 may an 
te be e a night or two, | 
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HEN "Y neck arrived on n which we were to 

entertain our young landlord, it may be cafily 

Wppoſed what proviſions were exhauſted to make an | 

WH pearance. It may alſo be conjectured, that my wiſe A 

kd daughters expanded their gayeſt plumage upon 

Wis occaſion. Mr Thornhill came with a- couple | 
friends, his chaplain and feeder. The ſervants, 

were numerous, he politely ordered to the next 
houſe: but my wife, in the triumph of her heart, 

iſted on entertaining them al; for which, by the 

the family. was pinched for three weeks after. 

Mr Burchell had hinted to us the day before, that 

was making ſome propoſals of marriage to Miſs 

mot, my ſon George's former miſtreſs, this a good 

| damped the heartineſs of his reception: but | 

ident, in ſome meaſure, relieved our embarraſſment; 1 

one of the company happening to mention her 

ne, Mr Thornhill obſerved, with an oath, that he 

er knew any thing more abſurd than calling ſuch a 

zht a beauty: © For, flrike me ugly,” continued 

if J ſhould not find as much pleafure in choo- 

ing my miſtreſs by the information of a lamp un- 

« der 
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* "der ths b en 8 Dunſtan's. At this be laugh: 
ed, and ſo did we: The jeſts of the rich are erer 
ſucceſsful. Olivia too could not avoid whiſpering, 
loud enough to be Heard, that he had an infinite fund 


of humour. 


Alter dinner, I W with "wy uſual dealt, the 
Church: for this I was thanked by the in as 
he ſaid, the church was the only miſtreſs of his affec- 
tions.“ Come, tell us. honeſtly, Frank,” ſaid the 
Squire with his uſual archneſs, ( ſuppoſe the church, 

« your preſent miſtreſs, dreſſed in lawn ſleeyes on one 

4 hand, and Miſs Sophia, with no lawn about her, on 

40 the other, which would you be -for ?” For both, 
g « to be ſure,” cried the chaplain. — Right, Frank,” 
| cried the Squire; © for, may this glaſs ſuffocate me, 

e but a fine girl i is worth all the prieſtcraft in the na- 

« tion: For, what are tithes and tricks but an im- 
© poſition, all a confounded impoſture? And I cal 
40 prove it.. I wiſh you would,“ cried my ſoi 
Moſes, * and I think,” continued he, ©. that [ 
e ſhould be able to combat in the oppoſition.” — 

« Very well, Sir,“ cried the Squire, who immediatel 
ſmoked him, and winked on the reſt of the company! 
to prepare us for the ſport, * if you are for a cool 
4 gument upon that ſubje&, I am ready to accept the 
ec challenge. And firſt, whether are you for managin 
e it analogically, or dialogically ??“ „I am for ma 
i naging it rationally,” cried Moſes, quite happy at 
being permitted to diſpute. © Good again,“ crie 

| the Squire; © and firſtly, of the firſt, I hope you wil 
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WAKEFIELD. 1 
not deny, that whatever | is, is. If you don't 
grant me that, I can go no farther” —* Why,” 
turned Moſes, © I think I may grant that, and 
WW make the beſt of it.“ I hope, too,” returned 
e other, © you'll grant, that a part is leſs than the 
WF whole.” «1 grant that too, cried Moſes, * it is 
but Juſt. and reaſonable.” — I hope,” cried the 
quire, „you will not deny, that the two angles of a 
triangle are equal to two right ones.” —* Nothing 
can be plainer,” returned Yother, and looked round 
ich his uſual importance. Very well,” cried. 
e Squire, ſpeaking very quick, the premiſes being 
thus ſettled, I proceed to obſerve, that the'concag» - 
= nation of ſelf-exiſtences, proceeding m a reciprocal 
duplicate ratio, naturally produce a problematical 

ialogiſm, which, in ſome meaſure, proves, that 
oe eſſence of ſpirituality may be reſerred to the ſe- 
eoond predicable.“ —— << Hold, hold,” cried. the 
er, I deny that: Do you think I can thus tamelyx 
| Fubmit to ſuch heterodox dodtrines ” % What,” 
lied the Squire, as if in a paſſion, not ſubmit! 
Anſwer me one plain queſtion: Do you think Art. 
Notle right, when he ſays, that relatives are rela- 
ed?“ VUndoubtedly,“ replied the other. © If 
„ then,” cried the Squire, * anſwer. me directly to 
bat I propoſe: Whether do you judge the ana- 
Wy tical inveſtigation of the firſt part of any enthy- 
rem deficient ſecundum quoad, or quoad minus? 
naa give me your reaſons too: give me your rea- 
. ens, I ſay, diredly.“ “ 1 proteſt,” cried Mo- 
| 01. I. D ſes, 


- Fes, < 1 don't rightly comprehend the force of Your 


0 ble ſervant; I find you want me to furniſh \ vou 
< with arguments and intellects both. No, Sir; 
4 there, I proteſt, you are too hard for me. oft Thi 


nor did he offer a {ingle ire more e the whol: 


mour, which was à mere act of the memory; for real 


character, will eaſily forgive her. Mr Thornhill, not; 


could expatiate upon the common topics of converſi 


- heeſelf, and conſequently to ſet a value — it whei 
found in another. 


| him to be our viſitor. Nor did ſhe ſeem to be mucl 
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42 


46 reaſoning ; but if it be reduced to one fimple pro 
« poſition, I fancy it may then have an anſwer. 
& Sir,“ cried the Squire, © I am your moſt Hum. 


effectually raiſed the laugh againſt pdor Moſes, who 
fat the only difmal figure in a group of merry faces; 


entertainment. 
But though all this gave me no pleaſure, it had a 


very different effect upon Olivia, who miſtook this hy, 
wit. She thought him, therefore, a very fine gentle. 
man; and ſuch as conſider what powerful ingredient: 
a good figure, fine clothes, and fortune are, in that 


withſtanding his real ignorance, talked with eaſe, and 


tion with fluency. It is not ſurpriſing, then, tha 
ſuch talents ſhould win the affections of a girl, who, 
by education, was taught to value an appearance i 


| Upon his departure, we again entered into a Jebat | 
upon the merits of our young landlord. As he df 
reed his looks and converſation to Olivia, it was nt | 
longer doubted but that ſhe was the object that induced 


a diſpleaſedM 
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Iifpleaſed at the innocent raillery of her brother and 
ſter upon this occaſion . Exen Deborah herſelf ſeem- 
d to ſhare the glory. of the day, and exulted in her 
daughter's victory as if it were her own. © And now, 

my dear,” cried ſhe to me, © I'll fairly own that it 
© was I that inſtructed my girls. to encourage our. | 
* landlord's addreſſes, I had always ſome ambition z * 


and you now ſee that I was rights for, who knows 


© how this may end?” © Ay, who«knows that in 
* deed?” anſwered I, with a groan :: © for my part, 
I don't much like i it: and I could have been better 
© pleaſed with one that was poor and honeſt, than this 
fine gentleman, with his fortune and infidelity ; for. 


depend an't, if he be what I ſuſpect him, no trees 
thinker ſball ever have a child of mine.” | 


„Sure, father,“ cried Moſes, “ you are too ſevere, 


in this; for Heaven will never, arraign him for 
what he thinks, but for what he daes. Every man 
has a thouſand vicious thoughts, which ariſe with- 
out his power to ſuppreſs. Thinking freely of re- 
ligion may be invaluntary with this gentleman: ſo 
that, allowing his ſentiments ta be wrong, yet, as 
he is purely paſſive in their reception, he is no 
more to be blamed for their incurſions, than the go- 
vernor of a city without walls, for the ſhelter he is. 
obliged to afford an invading enemy,” 

True, my ſon,” cried 11 but if the es: 

invites the enemy, there he is juſtly culpable. And. 
ſuch is always the caſe with thoſe who embrace er · 


bor. The vice does not lie in aſſenting to the proofs. 


D 2 « they 


7 . L 
— 5 o 
- 
= 
7 
% 


i; : . —. . 
184 52 
* > . "8 ® Wo &) *. *. . TR \ 
FO | = 4 i 


that offer. Like corrupt judges on a bench, they 


corrupt, or very negligent in forming them, we de- 


; the argument : ſhe obſerved, that ſeveral very prudent 


made very good huſbands ; and ſhe knew ſome ſen- 
- fable girls. that had ſkill enough to make converts 
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« they fee; bur in being blind t6 many of the Ph 


of determine right on that part of the evidence they 
« hear ; but they will not hear all the evidence. Thus, 
« my ſon, though our erroneous opinions be invokin- 
« tary when formed, yet, as we have been wilfully 


« ſerve pants © our vice, or ben mpt ou our 
hs folly. 55 
My wife now kept up Ab clara; though not 


men of our acquaintance were free-thinkers, and 


of their ſpouſes: «© And who knows, my dear,” 
continued ſhe, . what Olivia may, be able to do? 
«© The girl has a great deal to ſay upon every ſub- 
t ject; and, to my knowledge, is very well ſkilled in 
et controverſy.” _ 
% Why, my dear, what conkioindly can ſhe 118 
c read,“ cried I. It does not occur to my me- 


e mory that I ever put ſuch books into her hands: if 
« yon certainly over- rate her merit.” “ Indeed, I 
1 Pappa,“ replied Oliyja, „ ſhe does not: I have f 
i read a great deal of controverſy. 1 have read th 
, diſputes between Thwackum and Square; the con- t 
« troverſy between Robinfon Cruſoe and Friday the r: 
& ſavage; and I am now employed in reading the h 
© controverſy in Religious Courtſhip.” “ Very well, te 
a 


cried I, „ that's a good girl: 1 find you are per- 
\ e « fecij i 
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« 20 help your Pane at. _ the! tics 
> ee tj wv la 

USB TAL EFF dts A a $1157) 74.01 Pris! 


Ann 1 


2 
© 
. 


CHAP. vill 


An amour, wh ich arab lth 5er f. yet mt 
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T next morning erh dhe 

$ Burchell, though 1 began, for certain reaſons, 


to be diſpleaſed with the frequency of his return; bur 
Lcould not refuſe him my company and fire-ſide. It 
is true, his labour more than requited his entertain- 
ment; for he wrought among us with vigour ; and, 
either in the meadow or at the hay-rick, put himſelf 
foremoſt. Beſides, he had always ſomething amu- 
ſing to ſay that leſſened our toil; and was at once 
ſo out of the way, and yet ſo ſenſible, that L loved, 
laughed at, and pitied him. My only diſſike aroſe- 
from an- attachment he diſcovered to my daughter: 
he would, in a jeſting manner, call her his little miſe 
treſs; and when he brought each of the girls a ſet of 
ribbands, hers was the fineſt. I knew not how, but 
he every day ſeemed to become more amiable, his wit 
so improve, and his un to aſſume the . 
au of wiſdom. 


Our 


Dsz 


- * the familiar redbreaſt came and pecked the crumbs 


Bo of tranquillity. , never ſn thus?" ſays Sophia, 


„ THE VICK. QF 


Our family dined in the field, and we — 
reclined, round a temperate repaſt, our cloth ſpread 
upon the hay, while Mr Burchell ſeemed to give chęar· 
fulneſs to the feaſt. To heighten our ſatisfaction, two 
| blackbirds anſwered each other from oppoſite hedges ; 
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from our hands; and every ſound fringe but the echo 


but E think of the two lovers, ſo. ſweetly deſcribed 
by Mr Gay, who were ſtruck dead in each others 
arms, under a barley mow. . There is fomething\ſo 

«.-pathetic in the deſcription, that I have read it au 
' & hundred times with new rapture.” In my; opis 
nion,“ cred my ſon, « the fineſt ſtrokes in that dee 
« fcription'are much below thoſe in the Acis and. Ga- 
«. latea of Ovid The Roman poet underſtands the 
« uſe of contraſt better; and upon that figure, artfully iſ 
«managed, all ſtrength in the pathetic depends? 
It is remarkable,” cried Mr Burchell, “that | both 
the poets you mention, have equally contributed t6 
« introduce a falſe taſte into thein reſpective countries, i 
by loading all their lines with epithet. Men of lit: i 
_«. tle genius found them moſt eaſily imitated in theit 
4 defects: and Engliſh poetry, like that in the later 
empire of Rome, is nothing, at preſent, but a com 
bination of luxuriant images, without plot or con 
4 nection; a ſtring of epithets, that improve the 
ſound without carrying on the ſenſe, But perhaps, 
% Madam, while I thus reprehend others, you-will 
« ——_ it juſt that I ould, give them an opportunity Wl 
« 20 8 
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6 TURN, gentle hems of the dale, 


de 


And guide my lonely way 


To where yon taper 0 vale 
Wich boſpitablg ray- 


« For here forlorn and loſt I Sole 
With fainting ſteps and flow ; 

« Where wilds, immeaſurably ipread, 
% Seem lengthening as 1 80.0 


—BW . 


r 


« Forbear, my ſon,”? the hein aries,” 1 
To tempt the dangerous 'gloam ; 
4% For yonder phantom only flies, 

« To lure thee to thy doom. 


Here, to the houſeleſs child of want, 
« My door is open ſtill; 
And though my portion is but rang, © 
„ give it with good-will., 


Then turn to-night, and freely ſhare. 
* Whate'er my cell beſtows ;: 

My ruſhy couch, and frugal fare, | 
4 My blefling and repoſe. 


Fi. A . 
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6 to retaliate 3 apd, indeed, L have wade this remark; 
only to have an opportunity of introducing to the 
« company a ballad, which; whatever be its other de- 
« fects, is, I think at leaf, n 2 I have 
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« No flocks that range the valley free, ad 
To flaughter I condemn; lh OOO 


% Taught by that Pow'r- __ een me, 
e r A rat Aa eee 


te But Bud 44 mountain's gal ſide, 
A guiltleſs feaſt 1 bring; ti 15 
« A ſerip with herbs and fruits ſupply'd, 
* And water from the thiiny: SIS: 
Then, pilgrim, turn, thy cares e HH 
For earth-born cares are wrong: 
« Man wants but little here below, 
Nor wants that little Jo ” 


Soft as the dew from heav* n ae 
His gentle accents fell: 

The grateful ſtranger lowly bub, 3 
And follows to the * ? 
Far ſbeher'd in u glade obſcure ert 

The modeſt manſion lay ; 
A refuge to che neighbouring poor, 
And yl led Fish 


No ſtores beneath its humble thatch: 
5 Requir'd a maſter's care; — 
The door juſt opening with a latch, = 

i Receiv'd the harmleſs pair. 


4 
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vl pow, eee me, 
To revels or to reſt, e e 

hermit trim d Mis e fire, 5 
And cheer'd his penſive gueft; | 


pread his vegetable ſtore, _ 
And gayly preſs d, and ſmild; ; 
nd, ſkill'd in legendary lore, 

The lingering hours beguil d. 


Lrounc aun 

Its trigks the kitten tries 

he cricket chirrups in the. hearth ; - | 
The crackling faggot flies. 


But nothing could a charm impart 

To ſoothe the ſtranger's wo; 

or grief was heavy at his heart, 
And tears began to flow. 


is riſing cares the hermit ſpy'd, 

With anſwering care oppreſt: 

And whence, unhappy youth,“ he cry'd, 
The ſorrows of thy breaſt ? 


From better habitations ſpurn'd, 
KReluctant doſi thou rove? 

Or grieve for friendſhip 270 r 
Or unregarded love? 


” I 


« Alas! 


„ » VIGAR ON” 
3 « Alas! the joys that fortune brings. 
« Are trifling, and decay: _ 


And thoſe who prize the paltry wings, 
— © More willing 20 chan gh... $3 


oe „ And what is friendilip, but a name, 

% A charm that lulls to ſleep ; 

A ſhade that follows wealth or "fares 

©  « But leaves the wretch to weep } 

% And love is ſtill an emptier found, 8 
% The haughty fair one's jeſt: 

© On earth unſeen, or. only found 

« To warm the turtle's neſt. 


« For ſhame, fond youth, fern huſh, 
And ſpurn the ſex,” he ſaid z 

But while he ſpoke, a riſing bluſh 

The baſhful gueſt betray d. 85 


He ſees unnumber' d beauties riſe, 
Expanding to the view; 
Like clouds chat deck the morning Kies, 
As bright, as tranſient too. 


Her looks, her lips, her panting breaſt, 
Alternate ſpread alarms: 

The lovely ſtranger ſtands confeſt 

A maid in all her charms. 


AKEL D. 
And, « 1 forgive a fbatight Fade, ME ON 
„ A wretch forlorh,”” the cry d; 


« Whole feet unhallow/d'thus intrude 
« Where heav's and res eld: ts", 


« But let a maid thy pity Mare 

« Whom love has taught to ſtray; 
«© Who ſeeks for reſt, but finds deſpair 
Companion of her way. 


My father liv'd befide the Tyne, 
« A wealthy lord was he; 
And all his ende d aa ley" | 45M 
% He had but only me. 8 


To win me from his tender arms, 

% Unnumber'd ſuitors came, | 
Who prais'd me for imputed charms, | | : 
« And felt, or feign'd a flame. 


Each morn the gay fantaſtic croud 

« With richeſt proffers ſtrove : *' 
Among the reſt, young Edwin bow'd, 
«© But never talk'd of love. 


In humble ſimpleſt habit clad, | | 
No wealth nor pow'r had he; | 0 
A conſtant heart was all he had, 

“ But that was all to me. 


W 
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| | 
e bloſſom opening u the . „ $024 

90 The dews of heaven refin d, n A ö 

« Could nought of purity diſplay, | 4.63 art teas 
Log, "To emulate bis A. „ . et 


« The dew, the bloſſom on the tree, 
% With charms inconſtant ſhineem 

44 Their charms were his, but, wo to me, 40 
„ Their conltancy was mine. t a 1,163 


„ For till I try'd each fickle art; 

7 Importunate and vain; 5 | . 

« And, while his paſſion. touch'd my heart | 
* NIE in his pain. - 


1 Til quite dejected with my ſcorn, 
« He left me to my pride; 
& And ſought a ſolitude forlorn, 
In ſecret, where he dy'd. 


But mine the ſorrow, mine the fault, 
« And well my life ſhall pay ; 
& Pl ſeek the ſolitude he ſought, 
And ſtretch me where he lay. 


& And there forlorn, deſpairing hid, 
ce I'll lay me down and die: 

& *P'was ſo for me that Edwin did, 
&« And ſo for him will 1.“ 


_ = 


WAKEFIELD; \ * 
Thou ſhalt not thus the yrs; 

And clafp'd her to his breaſt: + . 

be wond'ring fair one tura'd to chide 

"Twas Edwin's ſelf that preſt. © 


_ 
* 


WW Turn, Angelina, ever dna oy + b 
Thy o own, thy long-loſt Edwin here, 19% 
„ Reftor'd to love and thee. | ye. ds 


— 


Thus let me hold thee to my heart, 
And ev'ry care reſign: 
And ſhall we never, never part, 
oO chou —my all that's mine? 


No, never, from this hour to part; 

« We'll live and love ſo true, 

The ſigh that rends thy conſtant heart, 
a Shall break thy Edwin's too. 


While this ballad was reading, Sophia ſeemed to 
ix an air of tenderneſs with her approbation. Bat 
r tranquillity was ſoon diſturbed by the report of a 
In juſt by us, and, immediately after, a man was 
n burſting through the hedge, to take up the game 
had killed. This ſportſman was the Squire's chap- 
who had ſhot one of the blackbirds that ſo agree 
ly entertained us. So loud a report, and ſo near, 
rued my daughters; and I could perceive, that So- 
aa, in the fright, had thrown herſelf into Mr Bur- 
vor. I. E | chell's - 
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enn 
„ © THE'VIEA OF _ } 
chell's arms for proteQon. Thie gentleman came üg 
and aſked pardon for havitig diſturbed us, affirming, 
that he was ignorant of our being ſo near. He chere. 
fore ſat down by my youngeſt daughter, and, ſport!- 
man-like, offered. her what he had killed that mormng. 
She was going to refuſe ;' but a private look from her 
mother ſoon induced her to correct the miſtake, and 
accept his preſent, though with ſome leluctance. My 
wiſe, as uſual, diſcovered her pride in a whiſper ; ob- 
ſerving, that Sophia had made a conqueſt of the chap- 
lain, as well as her ſiſter had of the Squire. I fuſpe&- 
ed, however, with more probability, that her aeQions 
were placed upon a different object. The chaplain's 
errand was to inform us, that Mr Thornhill had pro- 
vided muſic and refreſhments, and intended, that night, 
giving the young ladies a ball by moon-light, on the 
graſs· plot before our door. Nor can I deny,“ con- 
tinued he, but I have an intereſt in being firſt to de 
liver this meſſage, as I expect for my reward to be ho- 
0 noured with Miſs Sophia's hand as a partner.“ I. 
this my girl replied, that ſhe ſhould have no objection 
if ſhe could do it with honour : But here, continue 
ſhe, © is a gentleman,” looking at Mr Burchell, „ wh f 
« has been my companion in the taſk for the day, ani 
ce it is fit he ſhould ſhare in its amuſements.”” N 
Burchell returned her a compliment for her intentions 
but reſigned her up to the chaplain, adding, that {if | 
was to go that night five miles, being invited to al 
harveſt fapper. His refuſal appeared to me a lit 
extraordinary; nor could I conceive how ſo ſenſible 
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Many my youngeſt, could thus prefer a middle-aged 
man, of broken fortune, to à ſprightly young fellow 
of twenty tw o. But as men are moſt capable of di- 
ſtinguiſhing merit in women, ſo the ladies often form 
the trueſt judgments. upon us. Tbe two ſexes ſeem 
placed as ſpies upon each other, and are furniſhed 
with different abilities, adapted for mutual inſpection. 
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1 Saber, 
en ever ſeems to r fuperior breeding. 82 


AR Boacazi had fame: taken leave, and S- 
phia conſented to dance with the | chaplain, 
e Squire was come, with a crowd of company, Up- 
n our return, we found our landlord, with a couple 
f under-gentlemen, and. two young ladies richly 
eſſed, whom he introduced as women of very great 

_ tintion and faſhion from town. We happened not 
= have chairs enough for the whele company; but 
„ Thornhill immediately propoſed, that every gen- 
man ſhould fit in a lady's lap. This I poſitively 
WD) <tc to, notwithſtanding a look of diſapprobation 
on my wife. Moſes was therefore diſpatched to 
drrow a couple of chairs; and, as we were in want 
ladies alſo to make up a ſet at country dances, 
E 2 the 
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38 THE r "I 
mme two gentlemen went with him in queſt of a conſe 
or partners: Chairs and partners were ſoot provided, 

I) be gentlemen returned with my neighbour Flam- 
| ' borough's roſy daughters, flaunting with red top knots, 
But there was an unlucky circomſtance which was 
not adverted to: though the Miſs Flamborougtis were 

_ «reckoned the very beſt dancers rf cs and uh- 
derſtood the jig and the round-about'to perfeQion, yet 
they were totally nnacquainted with country-dancex, 
This at firſt diſcompoſed us; however, after a little 
ſhoving and dragging, they began to go merrily on 
Our muſic conſiſted” of * two fiddles, with a pipe and 
. tabor.. The moon ſhone bright. Mr Thornhill and 
my eldeſt daughter led up the ball, to the great de. 
light of the ſpectators for the neighbours, hearinz 
hat was going forward, came flocking about us. My 
girl moved with ſo much grace and vivacity, that n 
wife could not avoid diſcovering the pride of |} 
- beart, by aſſuring me, that, though the little chit & 
it fo cleverly, all the ſteps were ſtolen from her 
The ladies of the town ſtrove hard to be equally ea 
but without ſucceſs. They ſwam, ſprawled, * 
ed, and friſked ; but all would not do: the gazers, i 
deed, owned that it was fine; but neighbour Flan . 
"borough obſerved, that Miſs Livy's feet feemed as p 
to the muſic as its echo. After the dance had cont 
nued about an hour, the two ladies, who were af 
henſive of catching cold, moved to break up the bi 
One of them, I thought, expreſſed her ſentiments up 
this occaſion in a very coarſe, manner, when e's 
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1, that, by the wing jung o, dle was all of a muck. 
DT Upon our return to the houſe; we found' n 
cold ſupper; Which Mr Thorahill hadit 
| lered to be" nnn eee 
e —— quite inte we Gade; far 
- oy would wit of nothing but high life, and high- 
t ed company, with other faſhionable topics ; ſuch as 
% ures, taſte; Shakeſpeare, and the muſical glaſſes. 
le is true, they once or twice mortified us ſenſibly, by 
ping out an oath z but that appeared to me as the 
ref ſymptom of their diſtinction, (though I am ſince 
ormed, that ſwearing is nom perfectly unfaſhion- 
le.) Their finery, however, threw a veil over any 
oſſneſs in their converſation. My daughters ſeemed 
regard their ſuperior accompliſhments with envy 3 - 
1 what appeared amiſs, was aſcribed to tip-top qua- 
breeding. But the condeſcenſion of the ladies was 
ſuperior to their other accompliſhments. + One of 
world, it would greatly improve her. To wink 
WS other added, that a ſingle winter in town would 
= n another thing.” Mx wife 
1 aſſented to both; adding, that there was no- 
1 ———— withed, than to give her girls 
gle winter's poliſhing. To this · I could not help 
ing, that their breediug was already fuperior to 
r fortune ; and that greater refinement would only 
re to make their poverty ridiculous, and give them 
alt : for pleaſures they had no right to poſſeſs 
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Wand hes piss ens, gef Mr Thornhill, 4 
% they not deſerve, who have ſo much in their po 
c to beſtow? As for my part, continued he, 4m 
4 fortune is pretty large; love, liberty, and 
are my maxims ; but curſe me, if a ſettlement v 
half my eſtate could give my charming Olivia ple 
4 ſure, it ſhould be hers; and the only favour: N 
aſk in return would be, to add myſelf to the be 
2 fit.” I was not fuch a ſtranger to the world, a8 
be ignorant that this was the faſnionable cant to di 
guiſe the inſolence of the baſeſt propoſal. ; but I mat 
an effort to ſuppreſs my reſergment.. © Sir, .cried(| 
4 the: family which you now condeſcend to ſavot 
, with. your company, has been bred with. as nice 
«. ſenſe. of honour as yo. Any attempts to in 
that, may. be attended. with: very dangerous © 
% ſequences. | Honour, Sir, is our only. poſſeſſion 
« preſent ;. and, of that laſt treaſure, we muſt be pa 
_ 4 ticularly careful.” I was ſoon ſorry for the wart 
with which. I had ſpoken this, when the young 
tleman, graſping my hand, ſwore he r . 
ſpirit, though. he diſapproved my ſuſpicions. As Wn 
your preſent: hint, continued he, © I proteſt "il 
4 thing was farther. from my heart than fuch 
thought. No ; by all that's. tempting, the 
« that: will ſtand a regular ſiege was never tot 
0 taſte x for all my amours are carried: by a your 

« main. 2» 8 
The two ladies, who affected to be been et 
fo ſeemed bi zhly diſpleaſed. with: this laſt {trols 
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freedom, and began a very diſcreet and Ws 8 
logue upon virtue; in this my wife, the chaplain, and 
I, ſoon joined ; and the Squire himſelf was at laſt 
brought to confeſs a ſenſe of ſorrow for his former er- 
telles. We talked of the pleafures of temperance, 
and the funſhine- in the mind unpolluted with guilt. | 
I was well. pleaſed that my little ones were kept up 
beyond the uſual time, to be edified by fuch good con- 
erſation. Mr Thornhill even went beyond me; ang 
demanded, if I had any, objection to giving prayers. 


he night was paſſed in a moſt comfortable warf u 
at laſt the company began to think of retiring.” The 
adies ſeemed very unwilling to part from my daugł 
ers, for whom they had conceived a particular affe“ 
ion, and joined in a requeſt to have the pleaſure of 
eir company home; The Squire ſeconded" the pro- 
poſal, and my wife added her intreaties 3 the girls 
Woo, looked upon me as if they wiſhed to go. In this 
pet » rplexity, 1 made two or three excuſes Which my 

aughters as readily removed; ſo that, at laſt, 1 was 
ig: to give a peremptory refuſal ; for which, we 
WW: nothing but fullen looks and ſhort een 


hole day nee þ 2 ? 
| | E. 2e 
* » 


L joyfully embraced the propoſal ; and in this manner - 
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K to find, that all + lt 
lectures upon temperance, ſimplicity, and content 
ment, were entirely diſregarded. | The diſtinQions 
lately paid us by our betters awaked that pride which 
I had laid afleep, but not removed. Our window 
now again, as formerly, were filled with waſhes for 
er and face. The ſun was dreaded as an enenjy 
to the ſkin without doors, and the fire as a ſpoiler of 
the complexien within. My wife obſerved, that riſing 
too early would hurt her daughter's eyes; that work 
ing after dinner would redden their noſes ; and con- 
vinced me, that the hands never looked ſo white 4 
hen they did nothing; Inſtead, therefore, of finiſi- 
ing George's ſhirts, we now had them new- modelling 
— old gauzes, or flouriſhing upon catgut. T 
poor Miſs Flamboroughs, their former gay  compy 
nions, were caſt off as mean acquaintance ; and th 
whole conyerſation ran upon high life, and high- live 
company, with pictures, taſte, Shakeſpeare, and n 
muſical glaſſes, 

© But we could have borne all this, bad ne 
tune-telling gipſey come to raiſe us. into perſect ful 
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Tze tawny ſy bil no ſooner appeared than my 
Is came running to me for a ſhilling a-piece, to 
ofs her hand with flyer. To ſay che truth, I was 
ed of being always wiſe, and could not help 
atifying their requeſt, becauſe T loved. to ſee. them 1 
py. I gave each of them a ſhilling 3- though, "for 
e honour of the family, it muſt be obſeryed, that 
ey never went without money theraſelyes,. as my 
fe always generouſly let them have a guinea each. to 
p in their pockets, but with tri injunctzons never 
change it. Alter inen bad heen eldſeted up with, * 4 
fortune - teller for, ſom time, I knew 'by their looks 
on their returning, that they had been promiſed 
mething great. Well, my girls; how have you... OF... 3 
ſped ? Tell me; Livy, has the fortune · teller given ee 
nee a penny warth I proteſt, pappa, days. 
girl with a ſerious face, I believe the deals with 9 
omebody that's not right; for the poſitively *. -. 
lared, chat Jam to be married to a great . 
les than a twelvemonth.“ —— Well, now, 

„ Bophy, my child, faid I, and what ſort of a 
Wu /band are you to have ?——* Sir,” replied ſh, 
am to have a lord foon er my bile e been 
arried to the Squire.“ How,“ eried i, 

s that all you are to have for your two ſhillings 17 
Only a lord and ſquire for two fhillings? Tou 
ools, I could have Taha you. a prince and | a 
a bob for half the money.“ 

ET his curioſity of theirs, however, was attended 
* ou ſerious effects : we now began to bn 
= qurſclves . 
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| an a Stars for ſomething © 
=_ and already anticipated our future grandeur. 
uu nas been a thouſand times obſerved, and tt w 
<= Meche it cce nord, thithbe Boure we puſh with 
cmſpeds in view; are more pleafing than thoſe er 
=” ed with fruition. In the firſt (caſe, we cook the « 
_ r nature cooks it 
It is impoſſible to repeat A of -ogre al 
$ bete ws called up for our entertainment. 
1 looked upon our fortunes as once more Tifing ; and 
* — alli hat che Sauive as in 1 
Wo: with my danghter, een 
they perſuaded her into paſſion. In this 2 
Wil hr, ls OE ne or 
bi * world, which ſhe took care to tell us every morn! 
1 ich great ſoletmnity and expadineſs. -Tt, was one vj 
_ coffin. and croſs bones the fign of an approach 
_ wedding: at another time, ſhe imagined. her das 
dere pockets. filled with farthings; a certain | 
of their being one day ſtuffed with gold. The xi 
had their emens too: they felt ſtrange kiſſes 
| their lips; they ſaw rings in the candle ; purſes bi 
ced from the fire ; and true · love knots l a if 
\ bottom of every tea cup. 
_ - Towards the end of the week we revel ac 
||, from the town ladies; in which, with their com 
ments, they hoped to ſee all our family at church! 
Sunday following. All Saturday morning I « 
perceive, in conſequence of this, my wife and daul 
ters in cloſe conference together, and now and i 
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my wife undertook to conduct the fiege. | Aﬀer 
when 1 ſeemed/ in ſpirits, ſhe began thus “ 
ancy, Charles, my dear, we ſhall have 6 great 
cal of good company at our church to maren . | 
erhaps, we may, my dear, returned: 1 3 «tho® 
du need be under no uncaſinels: about chat; v 
all have a ſermon whether there be or not 
inwhar I expel,” epa they « by: L al 
iy dear, WE we ought to appear there as 2 
bible; for, who W what may happen 
pur precautions,“ erte I. * are highly een, i 
ndable. A decent behaviour and appearatice- 11 | 
reh is what charms me. We ſhould be devout 
d humble, cheerful and ſerene” —< Yes,” cried. 
I know that ; but I mean, we ſhould go there 
as proper a manner as poſſible; not altogether 
the ſcrubs about us.” Tou are quite right, . 
dear,” returned I, * and I was going to make 
very ſame propoſal. The proper manner of going, 
to go there as early as poſlible, to have time for 
ditation before the ſervice begins. Phoo, 
Arles,“ interrupted ſhe, © all that is very true 
not what I would be at. I mean, we ſhould 
there genteelly. You know the chürch is two 
les off; ren don't like to ſee my daugh- 
ters 


but one faddle and pillion in che whole houſe, Al 
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| 4 ters trudging up to their pew all bloss aud red 
Vith walking, and looking, for all the world, as if 
they had been winners at à ſmock. race. Now, my 
& dear, my propoſal is this : there are our two plough 
* horſes, the Colt that has been in our family thefe 
« nine years, and his companion Blackberry, that 
have ſcarce done an earthly thing for 'this/{month 
ec paſt, and are both grown fat and lazy. Why 
e ſhould not they do ſomething as well as we? And, 
4 let me tell you, when Moſes has wimmed them 
[1 little, they will not be ſo contemptible.” .” 
"To this gropoſal I objected, that walking would be 
twenty times more genteel than ſuch a paltry convey- 
ance, as Blackberry was wall-eyed, and the Colt wanted 
a tail; that” they had never been broke to the Tein, 
but had an hundred vicibus tricks; and that we had 


2 theſe objections, however, were over - rtiled; fo. that! 
was obliged to comply. The next morning I perceis 
"4 ved them not a little buſy in collecting ſuch mate. 
rials as might be neceſſary for the expedition: but 2 
1 found it would be a buſineſs of much time, I walked 
on to the church before, and they promiſed ſpeedily to 
follow. I waited near an hour in the reading-deſk for 
their arrival; bot not finding them come, as expected 
T was obliged to begin, and went through tho ſervice; 
not without ſome uneaſineſs at finding them abſent 
This was increaſed, when all was finiſhed, and no ap- 
pearance of the family. I therefore walked back by 


og horſe-way, which was five miles round, thovgh 
; * 
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FE: wits ood ann and, when: sf 
half way home, perceived the proceſſion marching 
lowly forward towards the church; my ſon, my. 
wife, and the two little ones exalted. upon one horſe, 


and my two daughters upon the other- I demanded 


the cauſe of their delay ; but I ſoon found, by their 


looks, they had met with a thouſand misfortunes on 


the road. The horſes had at firſt refuſed to move 
from the door, till Mr Burchell was kind enough to 
beat them forward, for about two hundred yards, 
with his cudgel. Next, the ſtraps of my wife's p- 
lon broke down, and they were obliged to ſtop to re- 
pair them before they could proceed. Aſter that, 
one of the horſes took it into his head to ſtand ſtill; 
and neither blows nor intreaties could prevail wit 
him to proceed. It was juſt recovering from this 
diſmal ſituation that I found chem; but perceiving 
every thing ſafe, I own their preſent mortiſication 


did not muck diſpleaſe me, as it might give me many * 


opportunities of future triumph, and teach my daugh- 
ters more humility. - - 
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„ happening on che next day; 
we were invited to burn nuts, and play tricks 


at neighbour  Flamborough's. Our late mortifica» 


tions had humbled: us a little, or it is probable we 
might have rejected ſuch an invitation with contempt. 
However, we ſuffered ourſelves to be happy. Our 
honeſt neighbour's gooſe and dumplings were fine; 
and the lambs-wool, even in the opinion of my wife, 
who was a; connoulſeur, was thought excellent. It is 
true, his manner of telling ſtories was not quite ſo 
well. They were very long, and very dull, and all 
about himſelf, and we had laughed at them ten times 
before: however, we were kind enough to laugh at 
them once more. | 

Mr Burchell, who was of the party, was always 
fond of ſeeing ſome innocent amuſement going for- 
ward, and ſet the boys and girls to blind-man's buff. 
My wife, too, was perſuaded to join in the diverſion; 


and it gave me pleaſure to think that ſhe was not yet 
too old. In the mean time, my neighbour and | 
looked on, laughed at every teat, and praiſed our 
| own. dexterity when we were young. Hat cockles 

| e 
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ſucteeded next, queſtions and commands followed that'z "A 
and, laſt of all, they ſat down to hunt the ſhp- wr 
per. As every perſon may not be acquainted with 
this primeval paſtime, it may be neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that the company, at this play, plant them- 
ſelves in a ring upon the ground, all except one, 
who ſtands in the middle, whoſe buſineſs it is to catch 
a ſhoe, which the company ſhove about under their 
hams, from one to another, ſomething like a wea- 
ver's ſhuttle. As it is impoilible, in this caſe, for the 
lady who is up to face all the company at one, the 
great beauty of the play lies in hitting her a thump 
with the heel of the ſhoe on de leaſt capable of 
making a defence. It was in manner that my 
eldeſt daughter was wit in, aud thamped about, 
all blowzed, in ſpirits, and bawling for fair play, fair 
play, with a voice that might deaten a ballad-ſinger;;z 
when, confuſion on confuſion, who ſhould enter the 
room but our 'two great acquaintances from town, | 
Lady Blarney and - Miſs Carolina Wilelmina Amelia 
Skeggs! Deſcription would but beggar, therefore it 
is unneceſſary to deſcribe, this new mortificatiog.. 
Death J to be ſeen by ladies of ſuch high breeding 
in ſuch vulgar attitudes + Nothing better could en- 
ſue from ſuch a vulgar play of Mr Flambprough's © 
propoling, We ſeemed ſtruck to the ground for ſors 
time, as if actually petrified with amazement. 

The two ladies had been at our houſe to fee us, aui 
finding us from home, came after us hither, as they 
were uneaſy to know what accident could have kept: 
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us from church the day before. Olivia undertook tg 
be our prolocutor, and delivered the whole in a ſum- 
mary way, only ſaying, * We were thrown from our 

e horſes.” At which account. the ladies were greatly 
concerned; but being told the family received no 
hurt, they were extremely glad: but being informei . 
that we were almoſt killed by the fright, they wen 
vaſtly ſorry; but hearing that we had à very good 
night, they were extremely glad again. Nothing coul. 
exceed their complaiſance to my daughters; their pro 
feſſions the laſt evening were warm, but now they 
were ardent, They proteſted a deſire of having a mona 
laſting acquain Lady Blarney was particularly :: 
attached to Olivia; Miſs Carolina Wilelmina Amelia 
Skeggs (Llove to give the whole name) took a greateii 
fancy to her ſiſter. They ſupported the converſatiot 
'between themſelves, while my daughters fat filent, ad 
miring their exalted breeding. But, as every reader «| 
however beggarly himfelf, is fond of high lived Wai 
Jogues, with anecdotes of Lords, Ladies, and Knight ** 1 
of the Garter, I mult beg leave to give him the con. 
cluding part of the preſent converſation.” * 

„ All that I know of the matter,” cried Mii 
Skeggs, ce is this, that it may be true, or it may va t 

e be true ; but this I can aſſure your Ladyſhip, ! 
dee the whole rout was in amaze; his Lordſhip tue“ 

6 all manner of colours; my Lady fell into a fwoonl 
fee but Sir Tomkyn, drawing his ſword, ſwore he wall 
_ hers to the laſt drop a, his blood.” FIR x 
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Well,“ replied. our Peereſs, this-I can ſay; ow 
« the Ducheſs never told me a ſyllable of the matter z. 
« and I believe her Grace would keep nothing a ſecret: 
from me. But this you may depend upon as a fact, 
« that the next morning my Lord Duke cried out 
* three times to his yalet-de-chambre, Jernigan, Jer- 
« nigan, Jernigan, bring me my garters.” | 

But, previouſly,. I ſhould. have mentioned the very 
impolite. behaviour of Mr Burchell,, who, during this 
diſcourſe, ſat with his face turned to the fire, and at 
the concluſion of every ſentence, would cry out fudge z: 
an. expreſſion. which diſpleaſed us all, and,, in ſome: 
meaſure, damped the riſing ſpirit of the converſation. 

« Beſides, my dear Skeggs, continued our Peereſs,, 
(chere is nothing of this in the copy of. verſes that 
Pr Burdock made upon the occaſion.” 

« am ſurpriſed at that,” cried Miſs Skeggs.;. for 
« he ſeldom. leaves any thing out, as he writes only: 
for his own amuſement. But can. your Ladyſhip, 
« favour me with a ſight of them 2”, | 

« My dear creature,” replied our Peereſs, * do you 
« think I carry ſuch things about me? Though they 
are. very fine, to be ſure, and: 1 think myſelf ſome- 
© thing. of a judge; at leaſt, I know what pleaſes my-- 
« ſelf. Indeed, I was ever an admirer of all Dr Bur- 
« dock's little pieces: for; except what he does, and 
© our dear Counteſs. at Hanover-Square, there's na- 
thing comes out but the-moſt loweſt ſtuff in tus: 
not a bit of high life among them.“ 
E 3 « Tour 
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4 Your Ladyſbip ſhould except,” a. Yorker, 
« your own things in the Lady's Magazine. 1 hope 

« you'll fay there's nothing low: lived there ; but 
« ſuppoſe we are to have no more from that quarter. 
« Why, my dear,” fays the Lady, „you. know mp 
reader and companion has left me, to be married i 
« Captain Roch; and, as my poor eyes won't ſuffer 
me to write myſelf, I have been for ſome time look 
Ling out for another. A proper perſon. is no calf 
matter to find ;- and, to be ſure, thirty pounds a 
« year is a ſmall ſtipend for a well-bred girl of cha 
« rater, that can read, write, and behaye in com- 
* pany ;. as for the * about town, there is no bear 
21 ing them about one.“ | 
That I know,” cried Miſs Skeggs, 5 by exper 

«ence : for, of the three companions I had this A 

half year, one. of them refuſed to do plain work a 
© hous in the day; another thought twenty-five gui 
« neas a-year too · mall a ſalary; and I was oblige Ee: 
s to ſend away the third, becauſe I ſuſpected an in 
c trigue with the chaplain. Virtue, my dear Lad 
4 Blarney, virtue is worth any price; but. where 6 
that to be found? 

My wife had. been. for a long time all a attention u 
this diſcourſe ;, but was particularly ſtruck with Þ 
latter part of it. Thirty pounds. and twenty · five gu 

neas a· year, made fifty - ſix pounds five ſhillings Engl 
| money; all which was, in a manner, going a begging 
and might eaſily be ſecured in the family. She ir 
moment ſtudied my looks for approbation; and, 
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own a truth, I Was ef opinion,” dre (wks fü pits + 


would fit our two daughters exactly. Beſides; if vis 
Squire had any real affection for my eldeſt daughter, 


this would be the way to make her every way quali» 


fied for her fortune. My wife, therefore, was reſol. 
ved that we ſhould not be deprived of ſuch advantages 
for want of aſſurance ; and undertook't6 harangue ft 
the family. ® hope,“ cried ſhe,” * your Ladyſhips 
« will pardon my preſent preſumption. It is true, we 
« have no right to pretend to ſuch favours ; but yet it 


« is natural for me to with putting. my children for - 
* ward in the world : and, I will be bold to ſay, my 


« pacity, at leaſt the © country can ' t ſhow better. They 
„can read, write, and caſt accounts; they underſtand 
their needle, breadſtitch, croſs and change, and all 
manner of plain work; they can pink, point, and 
_ * frill ; and know ſomething of mulic ; they can do 
« up ſmall clothes; work upon catgut : my eldeſt. can 


cut paper; and my youngeſt has a very pretty man- 


ner of telling fortunes upon the cards. FF 
When ſhe had delivered this pretty piece of ko- 
quence, the two ladies looked at each other a few: mi- 
nutes in ſilence, with an air of doubt and importance. 
At laſt, Miſs Carolina Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs con- 
deſcended to obſerve, that the young ladies, from the 
opinion ſhe could form of them, from ſo fight an ac- 
quaintance, ſeemed very fit for ſuch employments : 
« But a thing of this kind, Madam,” cried ſhe,, ad- 
oY my ſpouſe, © requires. a thorough examinatien 
* o 
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9 ii each other. Not, Madam, continued ſhe, . that 4 WW 


ſufficient; and upon this we reſted. our petition... .. 


+ 1 
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| rue ſeems reſolved. to bumble the family of Mali. 


the two girls was likely to have the beſt place, and 


only obſtacle to our preferment, was in obtaining tht 
Squire's recommendation; but he had already ſhown 
us too many inſtances of his friendſhip, to doubt ofiit 
now. Even in bed, my wife kept up the Hal theme: 
Wel, faith, my dear Charles, between ourſelves; 
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in the leaſt ſuſpect the young ladies virtue, prudence, 
& and diſcretion ; but there is "au AP 
9 Madam, there is a form.“ ot 

My wife approved her falpiciznd very a. 5 
s that ſhe Was very apt to be ſuſpiciqus herſelf; 
but referred her to all the neighbours for a character: 
hut this our Peereſs declined as unneceſſary, alledging, 
wat her couſin Thornhill's recommendation would be 


1 — : 4 * * 9 

, » i * * 1 
0 XP n : - * ; . * 
7 . 
4 - ' 4 , n . 
* o 


„ 


e HAP. XII. 7 


"Je nie ux are . more painful 4 real 
en 


&} 


THEN. we were returned home; the night way 
| dedicated to ſchemes of future conqueſt. De- 
borah exerted: much ſagacity in conjecturing which ot 


- moſt opportunities of ſeeing good company, | The 
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« think we have made an excellent day's work of int 
pretty well,” cried I, not knowing what to tay. 
—— What! only pretty well!” returned ſhe, „ _ 

« think it is very well. Suppoſe the girk ſhould come 

« to make acquaintances of taſte in town ! and this 1 

« am aſſured of, that London is the only place in the 

« world for all manner of huſbands. Beſides, my 

« dear, ſtranger things happen every day: and as la- 

« dies of quality are ſo taken with my daughters, what 

« will not men of quality be! Entre nous, I proteſt l 

« like my Lady Blarney vaitly; fo very obliging. 

« However, . Miſs Carolina Wilelmina Amelia Skeggs 

„has my warm heart. . But yet, when they came to 

* talk of places in town, you ſaw at once how I nailed . 

* them, Tell me, my dear, don't you think I did 

for my children there ??—* Ay,” returned I, not 

doping well what to think of the matter; “ Heaven 
„grant they may be both the better for it this dA 
three months !” This was one of thoſe obſervations 

I uſually made, to impreſs my wife with an opinion of 

my ſagacity ; for, if the girls ſucceeded, then it was'a 

pious with fulfilled ; but if any thing unfortunate en- 
ſued, then it might be looked upon as propheey.. All 
this converſation, however, was only preparatory; to 
another ſcheme ; and, indeed, I dreaded as much. This 
was nothing leſs, than that, as we were now to hold 
up our heads a little higher in the world, it would be 

proper to ſell the colt, which, was grown old, at 2 

neighbouring fair, and buy us an, horſe that would 

carry ſingle or double upon an occaſion, and make 3 

pre 
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at firſt, I oppoſed ſtoutly ; but it was as ſtoutiy de 
fended. However, as I weakened, my antagoniſt 
Feen ang 
bim. 5 
Ass the fair Mac pn on the following day, 1 hat 
0 of going myſelf ; but my wife perſuaded m 
that I had got a cold ; and nothing could prevail upon 
her to permit me from home. No, my dear, ſaid 
ſhe, „our ſon Moſes is a diſcreet: boy, and can buy 
and ſell to very good advantage; you know all o 
great bargains are of his purchaſing. He always 
s ſtands out, and higgles, and 3 tires chem, ul 
6 he gets a bargain.” 
As I had fome opinion of my ſon's Peudenee b. was 
willing enough to entruſt him with this cormidſion; 
and the next morning, I perceived his ſiſters mighty 
buſy in fitting out Moſes for the fair; trimming bi 
hair, bruſhing his buckles, and cocking his hat with 
Pins. The buſineſs of the toilet being over, we had 
at laſt the ſatisfaion of ſeeing him mounted upon the 
colt, with a deal box before him, to bring home gro 
ceries-in. He had on a coat made of that cloth the) 
all Thunder and-lightning ; which, though grown 
too- ſhort, was mnch too good to be thrown away, 
His waiſtcoat was of goſling green; and his ſiſters had 
tied his hair with a broad black ribband. We all fol 
lowed him ſeveral paces from the door, bawling after 
him, Good luck, good luck, till we could ſee him 1 
F Ser. YR | = "I 10 
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He 
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ume to congratulate us upon our good fortune, fays' 
ng, that he overheard his young maſter W * * 
names with great commendations. BY: ate 
© Good fortune ſeemed reſolved not to come alone: ' 
nother footman from the ſame family followed with 
card for my daughters, importing, that the two” 
adies had received ſuch pleaſing accounts from Mr 
hornhill of us all, chat, after a few previous in- 
Wuirics more, they hoped to be perfectly ſatisfied. 
Ay,“ cried my wife, I now ſee it is no eaſy mat 
ter to get into the families of the great ; but when 
one once gets in, then, as Moſes ſays, they may go 
ſleep.“ To this piece of humour, for ſhe intended 
for wit, my daughters aſſented with a loud laugh 
f pleaſure, In ſhort, ſuch was her ſatisfaction at 
is meſſage, that ſhe actually put her hand to her 
ocket, and. gave the * ſevenpence half · 
enny. | 

This was to be our vidhingullan The next that 
ame was Mr Burchell, who had been at the fair. 


1 2 brought my little ones a pennyworth of ginger- 
dead each, which my wife undertook to keep for 
em, and give them by letters at a time.” He 


ought my daughters alſo a couple of boxes,” in 
Which they might keep wafers, ſnuff, patches, or even 
WP oney, when they got it. My wife was uſually fond 
a weaſel (kin purſe, as being the moſt lucky; but 
iis by the bye. We had ſtill a regard for Mr Bur- 
ell, though his late rude behaviour was in ſome 
meaſure 
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He was Carce gone, when Mr Thornllill's bütler 9 


& vour readineſs to be againſt my daughters and n 
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e de dog F wer ed d pow: Hat hh 
municating our happineſs to him, and aſking: his at: 
Vice: although we ſeldom followed advice, we wen 
All ready enough to aſk it. When he read the nom 
from che two ladies, he ſhook his head; and obſerved, 
that an affair of this ſort demanded the utmoſt cir 
cumſpection. This air of diffdene highly dif: 
pleaſed my wife. I never doubted, Sir,“ cried the; 


«You: have more circumſpection than is wanted 
However, 1 fancy, when we come to aſk advice, we 
« will apply to perſons who ſeem to have made uſe of i 
<< themſelves.” Whatever my on conduct may 
« have been, Madam,“ replied he, is not the pre 
_ « ſent queſtion ; though, as I have made no ulſe « 
4 advice myſelf, I ſhould, in conſcience, give it 
er thoſe that will. As I was apprehenſive this a 
ſwer might draw on a repartee, making up by 
-buſe what it wanted in wit, I hanged the ſubjel 
by ſeeming to wonder what could keep our fon i 
long at the fair, as it was now almoſt night-fall. 
6 Never mind our ſon, cried my wife, © depend i 
- © on it he knows what he is about. I'll warrant we 
& never ſee him ſell his hen of a rainy day. I ha 
& ſeen him buy ſuch bargains as would amaze ot 
& ]'ll tell you a good ſtory about that, that will m 
« you ſplit your ſides with ee ee 
live, yonder comes Moſes, without an Ran 
box at his back.“. © ee 
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e the {ſpoke;' Moſes "came came lowly Got, mY 
reating under che deal-box,” which die had ſtrapt 
ound his ſhoul ders. Welcome, welcome; Mo- 


the fair? have brought you my ſel? cried 
loſes with a ſly look, and reſting the box om the dreſ- 
r.— Ay, Moſes,” cried my wife, that we know; 
but where is the horſe ? ö I have fold hin,” 
ied Moſes, * for three pounds five ſhillings and two- 
5 „ Well done; my good boy,“ returned 
knew you would touch them off. reges 
A three pounds five ſhillings and twopence” 
is no bad day's work. Come; let us have it them 
[ have brought back no money, cried Moſes again, | 
I have laid it all out in z bargain ; and hexe ind is 
ulling out a bundle from his breaſt: % Here they 
are; a groſs of green ſpectacles, with ſilver rims and 
ſhagreen caſes.” — A groſs of green ſpectacles fi 
peated my wife in a faint voice: And you have 
parted with the colt, and brougbe us back nothing 
but a groſs of green paltry ſpectadles''”— — Dear 
mother,” cried the boy, « why wort: you sten to 
reaſon ? I had them a dead bargain, or 1ſhbuld not 
have bought them. The ſilver vims alone will :elF. 
for double the monsg. A fig fan the Glyey 
rims,” cried my wife 10 4 paſſien; 1 dare fen 
they won't ſell for above half the money at che rate 
of broken ſilver, five ſhillings an ounce.” ! NU 
need be under no uneaſimeſs, | cried 1, „ about 
2 the rims; for I perceive they are only<cop? 
Vol. I 1 E. G | "Py | 


* 


ſes ; well; my boy, what have you brought us fm 
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Eper, varnifhed over. What?” Eh6d my wit 
2 not filver, the rims not ver “' „ No,“ - cried |, 
ino more filver than your bee pen. 
% ſo, returned, ſhe, . we have parted wich the ceolt 
and have only got a groſs of green ſpectacles, with 
4 copper rims, and ſhagreen caſes? A mutrain tab 
e fuch trumpery. The blockhead has been impaft 
, upon, and ſhould have known his company better.” 
; e There, my dear,” cried I, “ you-are wrong; he 
e ſhould not have known them at all.” 4 Marry, hang 
e the idiot,“ returned ſhe again, to bring me ſuch 
4 fluff; if I had them, I would throw them into ib 
_ #6 fire.“ There again you are wrong; my —_ 
_ *eried I; for, though they be copper, we will K 
them hy us; as copper ſpectacles, you _— | 
«« better than nothing,” 
+ By this time the unfortunate Moſes was ca 
| He now ſaw that he had indeed been impoſed upon by 
A prowling ſharper, Who, obſerving his figure, had 
marked him for an eaſy prey. I therefore aſked 
circumſtances of his deception. He ſold the horſe, i 
ſeems, and walked the fair in ſearch of another. 
reverend looking man brought him to a tent, unde 
2 pretence of having one to ſell.“ Here,” contim 
ed Moſes, “we met another man, very well dreſſe 
who deſired to borrow twenty pounds upon tbeſ 
4 ſaying, that he wanted money, and would diſpal 
4 of them for a third of the value. The oy 2 
& tleman, who pretended to be my friend, whi 


« me to * them, and cautioned me not to 10 
N 4 T0 
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| (3 pa but fome unforeſeen” difaſter demoliſhed 


world, in coping with our betters. Such as are 


che rich; are hated by thoſe they avoid, and deſpi- 


9 7 : * — * * S « => a * — 
1 1 * LF of \ 7 . 
, * A ©. Y „ 
4 £ : : . 1 „ - 2m 
* 0 — * 0 4 * \ 
4 3 * 
. 17 b 
fs for MrB by 
good an ** N L ſent; h. 


« and they talked him up eee 
rn of rap he wwe 
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R family had on Ss Gent at 


each as ſoon as projected. I endeavoured'to take the 
advantage-of every. diſappointment, to improve their 
good ſenſe, in- proportion as they were: fruſtrated in” 
ambition- 4 You fee, my children, cried I, © how , 
* little is to be got by attempts to impoſe upon the 


poor, and will afſociate- themſelves with none but 


i ſed- by thoſe they follow. Unequal combinations 
« are always diſadvantageous to the weaker ſide; the 
« rich having the pleaſure, and the poor the inconve- 
* niencies,- that reſult from them. But come, Dick, 
my boy, and repeat the fable that you were read 
ing to-day, for the good of the company.” — 
G 2 1 | of 4 


12 < the dwarf had like to have been killed more that 


; ur vic or 
{/ ® Once upon 4 ter- cried the chhds we f. 
und à dwarf were friends, and kept together: Tue 
e a bargain, that they would never fbr 
each other, but go ſeek adventures. The firſt hat 
_ * tle they fought was with two Saracens ; and the 
dwarf, who was very couragegus, dealt one of d 
champions a molt angry blow, It did the Saraces 
« but very little injury, who, lifting up his ſword 
« fairly ſtruck off the poor dwarf's arm. He wat 
« now in a wofyl' plight: but the giant coming to l 
s aſſiſtance, in a: ſhort time left the two Saracen 
M. dead on the plain; and the dwarf cut off th di 
© man's head, out of ſpite.” They then W 5 
to another adventure: This was againſt three 
bloody- minded ſatyrs, who were carrying away 
1 damſel in diſtreſs. The dwarf was not quite i 
| u ſieree now as before; e eee 
blow, which was returned by another that K 
e but his eye: but the giant was ſoon up with hay 
and, had they not fled, would certainly have kill 
them every one. They were all very joyful for thi 
victory, and the damſel who was relieved fell iu 
y love with the giant, and married him. They no 8 
45 travelled far, and farther than I can tell, till they mil 
with a company of robbers. © The giant, for tl 
« firft time, was foremoſt now; but the dwarf » 
* not far behind. The battle was ſtout and long: 
Wherever the giant came, all fell before bim; bil 


Na er. At a, the _— declared for the tu a6 8 
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was now without an arm, a leg; 


out to hitn, Come on, my little hero; this is Fler: 
ous ſport ; let us get one victory mores and chen 
we ſhall have honour for ever. No, cries the 
dwarf, who was by this time grown wier, no, 1 
declare of 3- P'll fight no more ; for I find, that, ia 
ee een ee, 
but all the blows fall upon Wm 1 7 + 

1 was going to motalizethis:fable, 2s ave 
on was called off ta a warm diſpute between my 
ife and Mr Burchell, upon my daughters intended 
xpedition to town. My wife very ſtrenuouſiy infilted * 
PO r would reſult from it. Mt 
| on the contrary; diſſuaded her with great 


Jour, and 1 ood neuter.” Hix preſent-difſuafion 4 
ed but the ſecond part of thoſe which were recek 


e 11 —— The diſpute 
nenn inſtead; of reaſomimg 
r, talked louder, and, at laſt, was obliged to 
ke bear, from dtn i dase. The conclu- 
on of her Rarrangue, however, was highly-diſplea- 
b to us all: ſue knew, the ſaid, of ſome who had 
cir own ſectet reaſons for what they adviſed z but, 
her part, ſhe wiſhed ſuch to ſtay away from her 
duſe for the ire. — Madam, xried Bure 


. dare ſecret reaſors which 1 fordear: to" 
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ry * * | | 
ature but the darf lod his leg-, The da | 
4 and a fe 4 while ©" 5 
the giant, who was without a ſingle wound, cxĩied 


with looks of great compoſe which tended to : 
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1 Nee ee able to Ae tho 
jt e make no ſecret : hut I find iy viſits be 
are become troubleſoſe; i take my leare/ 
Ae now, and Perhaps e debe masse 20. 
nal farewell, when 14 quitting che 
try.“ Thus ſaying, he took up his hat; nor 
te attempts of Sophia, whoſe looks ! to uy 
| braid his precipitaney, Pheyent his going. © 6 

When gone, we all regarded each other for k 
minutes with confuſion. My wife, who knew ber 
to be the cauſe,” trove. to hide her concern with 
forced ſmile, and an air of aſſurance, Which I 
nnn « How, woman, * conell T:t6-by 
ing we axeat: rangers? is it thus. wer 

<fheirahindneks.?. Be aſſured, my Fe that i 
_ «were the harſheſt words, and to me the molt, 

fing, that ever eſcaped your lips!“ “ Why x It 

be provoke me, then? replied the ; “ but I kn 
_ &ahe-motives of his advice perfectly well. He 

e prevent my girls from going eee, 

tee the pleaſure of my youngeſt daughters n 
« pany; her at home. But, whatever happens, 

4 ſhall chooſe better company than ſuch low-liv'd & 
£ lows as he, “ Low-liv'd, my dear, de muy 
him?” ctiedk 5 zit is very poſſible we may 

. ſtake this man · character; for he ſeems upon i on 
« occalidns the moſt finiſhed-gentleman: I ever kt 
Tell me, Sophia, my girl, has be ever given 5 
. 1% any ſecret inſtances of his attachment eee 
. ne replied 1 
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6« has ever Way Whlidil, modeſt, and pleaſing ; as to | 
« aught elſe, no, never. Once, indeed, I remember 
« to have heard bim ſay, he never knew a woman who * 
« could find merit in a man that ſeemed poor. — 
« Such, my dear, cried I, « is the common cant of 
« all the unfortunate, or idle; but 1 hope you bars 
t been taught to jadge properiy of ſuch | men, and 
« that it would be even madneſs to expect happineſs 
from one who has been ſo very bad an economiſt “ 
« his own. Tour mother ad I have now better pub 1 
« ſpes for you. The next winter, which you will 
probably ſpend in town, wilk give you opportunities. 
« of making 2 more prudent ehyice. * 

What Sophia's re ſſections wert upon this ale: | 
I cannot pretend to determine: but I was not difplea- | 

fed ut the bottom, bat ve were rid of 2 gürdt fm 
whom I had much to fear. Our breach of hoſpitali- 
ty went to eee e but T quickly filen- 
ced that monitor, by two or "three" ſpecibus reaſbns, 
which ſerved to ſatisfy ank reconcile me to myſelf. The 
pain which conſcience” gives the man who has already 
done wrong, is ſoon got over. "Conifeietice is a_cow- 
ard'; and thoſe faults it Ras not firength enough to 


prevent, it ſeldom has juſtice enough to puniſh by 4 
eufing, | nn | 277 7 nt 7 
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. calamities wag b; real Holes. 


ne ind 
— Was ; nbw 
reſolyed upon, Mr Thorohilt haying kindly-pro 

miſed to inſpect their conduct himſelf, and to inform 
us by letter of their behaviour; Büt it was thought! 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary, that their appearance ſhould 
equal the greatneſs of their expectations, which. cu 
not. be done without” ſome erpence, We . debated, 
therefore, in full council; what were the eaſieſt me⸗ 
thods of raiſing money, or, more properly ſpeakingy! 
what we gonld moſt conveniently ſell. The delibeta: 
tion was ſoon finiſhed ; it was found, that our remains 
ing horſe was utterly uſeleſs ſor the: ploygh + without 
his companion; and equally unfit” for the road, as 
wanting an eye. It was therefore determined, that ot 
we ſhould diſpoſe of him, for the purpoſes above men: 
tioned, at-the neighbouring fair ; and, to pre vent re 
poſition, that I ſhould go with him myſelf. - Though Noc 
this was one of the firſt mercantile tranſitions of io. 
life, yet T had no doubt about acquitting myſelf with 
reputation. The opinion a man forms of his own pri! 
dence-is nieaſated by that of the company he keeps: and 
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as mine was moſtly in the family way, Lad datnaired 
no unfavourable ſentiments of my worldly wiſdom.” My 
wife, however, next. moming at parting, after I, had . 
got, ſome pages from the door, called) me. back, to 
adviſe me, in à Whißper, to have al Fe oy! about 


Me. ; 1 £3 15 24 4 <2 Be: *} : ** 84 


I had, in the ie what GG had lms: & 8 fair, 
ut my horſe through all his paces : hut or ſome grime 
had no bidders. At laſt a chapman approached, and, 

after he had. ſor a good While examined che horſe 
round, finding hira blind of one eye, would have no- 

ing to ſay to him: a ſecond came up, but obſerving 
he had a ſpavin, declared he would not take him fur 
ie driving home : a third. perceived he had à wind- 
gall, and would bid no money: a fourth knew by his _ 
ye that he had the botts :. fifth, more impertinent 
Jan all the reſt, wondered what à plague. T could dun 
as only fit to be cut up for a dog kennel. By this 


ime I began to have a moſt hearty contempt for the 4 


oor animal myſelf,, and was almoſt aſhamed at the | 
approach of every new cuſtomer; for, though I did 
ot entirely believe all that thei fellows told me, yet 1 
efleted, that the number of witneſſes was a firong -. 
reſumption they were right; and St Gregory, upon 
zood works, n himſelf to be of ung 
On, 5 

[ was in this een ate » dioadlh | 
lergyman, an old acquaintance, who had alſo buſineſs 
o the "Y came up, en me by the band. 
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various turm of fortune we had met ; the 


me good old man in my arma, his bene volenee 
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e been and ak 
glass bf whatever we obuld get. T readily clofedvi 
the offer, and entering am ale-honſe; we were f 
into a little back room. where there was only ave 
rable old man, who ſat wholly: intent over «/ 
book, which he was reading: I never in my Ir 
© fignte that prepoſſelſed me more favourably. 
SEEING re- gut e 
His greewold age ſeemed to be the reſult of he; 


benevolence: However, lis ꝑreſenoe did not in 
our cvoverinion; my friend and 1 diſcourſes ww 
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uu wy agg archdeaton's vi 
nen ane en ee 
2nee of a youth, who; entering che room, r ſpectiul 
aid ſomething ſoftly to the old ſtranger. Make t 
*-apologies, my child;? faid the. old- man 3. 4 
good is a duty we owe to al our fel w eres 
take this, I wiſtit were more ;-but five-pounds 
A relieve your diſtreſs, and you are welcome.” 
modeſt youth ſhed tears of gratitude, and yet his g 

titude was ſcarce equal to mine. Fcould'have hg 


me ſo. He continued to read; and we reſumai 
recollecting that he had buſinefs to tranſact in be fi 
promiſed to be ſuon back, adding, that he always 
fired to have as much of Dr Piimroſe's, compat 
Poſſible. The old gentleman, hearing my.name f 
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WAKEFIELD. 
-.ned, ſeemed to lock at me with attention; and, 
phen my friend was gone, moſt reſpectſully demand» 
J, if I was, any. way related to the great Primroſe, 
at courageous mpnogamiſt, who had been the hul - 
rark of the church. Never did my heart feel ſincerer 
;pture than at that moment. Sir,” cried 1, * the 
« applauſe of ſo good à man, as Tam fare you are; 
adds to that happineſs in my breaſt which your be- 
© nevolence has already excited. You behold before 
you, Sir, that Dr Primroſe, the monogamiſt, whom 
you have been pleaſed to call great. You here ſee 
that unfortunate divine, who has fo long, and it 


gainſt the deuterogamy of the age.” © Sir,” cried 


familiar; but you!?ll forgive my curioſity, Sir: Ibeg 
pardon.“ “ Sir,” .cried'I, graſping his hand, you 
are ſo far from diſpleaſing me by your familiarity; 


already have all my eſteem.” Then with grati- 
tude I accept the offer, .cried he, ſqueezing me by 
e hand, © thou glorious pillar of unſhaken ortho- 
doxy : and do 1 behold” I here interrupted what 


ligeſt no ſmall ſhare of Hattery, yet now my modeſty 
Fould permit no more. However, no lovers in ro- 
ance ever cemented a rs inſtantaneous friendſhip. 
e talked upon ſeveral ſubjects : at firſt 1 thought he 
eemed rather devout than learned, and began to think 
je deſpiſed all human doQrikes as droſs. Vet this ne 
way 
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' would ill become me to ſay, ſucceſsfully fought as 


e ſtranger, ſtruck with awe, © 1 fear I have been toe 


that I muſt beg you'll accept my friendſhip, as you 


je was going to ſay; for though, as an author, I could 
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5 wy lefletied Kim in tng'eſtzem'; for 1 bad, For fon 
time, begun privately to harbour ſuch an opinion u 
ſelf. I therefore took occaſion to obſerve, that th 
world, in general, began to be blameably iriliiere 
as to doctrinal matters, and followed human ſpecl 
tions too much. Ay, Sir,“ replied he; as yy 
had reſerved all his learning to that moment, ®Ay | 
* Sir, the world is in its dotage, and yet the calm 
« gony or creation of the world has puzzled philok 
« phers of all ages. What A medley of opmions hai 
4 they not broached upon the creation of the worll 
« Sanconiathon Manetho, Berdſus,” and Ocellus L 
« canus, have all attempted it in vain. The latte 
es has theſe words, Anarchon ara kai atelutaion to ah 
ee which imply, that all things have neither beginn ung 
% nor end. Manetho alſo, who lived about the tim 
& of Nebuchadon-Aſſer, Aſſer being a Syriac we 
«- uſually applied as a ſurname to the kings of f 
« country, as Teglat Phael-Afſer, Nabon-Aﬀer, be, 
4 ſay, formed a conjecture equally abſurd ; for, as 
« uſually fay, ek 40 biblion kubernetes, which 1 implic 
e that books will never teach the world ; ſo he 2 
« tempted to inveſtigate But, A 1 aſk pardon, 
% am ſtraying from the queſtion.” That he 4 
tually was; nor could I, for my life, ſee-how the cg 
tion of the world had any thing to do with the vi 
neſs-I was talking of; but it was ſufficient to ſhow 
that he was a man of letters, and I now reverence 
him the more. I was reſolved, therefore, to bril 
him do the touch: ſtone but he was too mi, | 
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iy obſervation chat looked like a challenge to eontro- 
erſy, he would finile, "ſhake his head, and ay no- 
hing ; by which I underſtood he could fay much, if he 
hought proper. The fubject, therefore, inſenſibly 
hanged from the bufineſs of antiquity, to that which 
brought us both to the fair : mine, I told him, was to 
ell an horſe; and, very luckily indeed, his was to buy 
dne for one of his tenants. My borſe was ſoon pro- 
Juced, and, in fine, we ſtruck a bargain.: Nothing 
zo remained but to pay me, and he accordingly 
pulled out a thirty pound note, and bid me change it. 
ot being in a capacity of 'complying with his de- 
mand, he ordered the landlady to call up his footman, 
who made his appearance in a very genteel very; 
Here, Abraham,” cried he, go and get gold for 
this; you'll do it at neighbour Jackſon's,” or any 
where.“ While the fellow was gone, he entertain» 
d me with a pathetic harangue on the great ſcarcity 
f ſilver, which 1 undertook to improve, by deploring 
lo the great ſcarcity of gold; and, by the time A- 
raham returned, we had both agteed, that money 
as never ſo hard to be come at as now. Abraham 
turned to inform us, that he had been over the whole 
air, and could not get change, though he had offered 
alf a crown for doing it. This was a very great dif- 
ppointment to us all; but the old gentleman having 
auſed a little, aſked me if I knew one Solomon Flam- 
orough in my part of the country? upon replying; 
at he was my next door neighbour, If that be the 
Vol. I. H 1 * caſa, 
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, caſe, then,” returned he, © 1 believe we ſhall ded 

6% You ſhall have a draught. upon bim, payable. g 

. fight; and let me tell you, he is ds warm a man m 

«any within five miles round him. Honeſt Solomay 

% and I have been acquainted for many years. th 

# gether. I remember | always beat him at thre 

fe jumps; but he could hap upon one leg farther thay 

« 1.“ Adraught upon my neighbour was to me the 

fame as money; far I was ſufficiewtly: convinced d 

his ability: the draught was ſigned, and put into my 

| hands, and Mir Jenkinſon the old gentleman, his man 

Abraham, and my horſe old Blackberry, aun 
very well pleaſed with each other. 

Being now left to reflection, I began to recolled 

his I had done wrong, in taking a draught. from a 

ranger, and fo prudently reſolved upon having back 

my horſe, and following the purchaſer. 'But this wa 

now too late: I therefore made directly homewards, 

reſolving to get the draught changed into money at 

my friend's, as faſt as poſſible. I found my honel 

neighbour ſmoking his pipe at his own door, and id 

forming. him that I had a ſmall bill upen him, be 

read it twice. over. © You can read the name, I fup 

« poſe,” cried I, © Ephraim Jenkinſon ?“ ( Tes, 16 

turned he, © the name is written plain enough, and! 

e know the gentleman too, the greateſt raſcal unde! 

« the canopy of heaven. This is the very ſame rognt 

ho ſold us the ſpectacles. Was he not a verſerable 

© looking man, with grey hair, and no flaps tou 


* e Aud did he not talk a long ſtring a 
* lear uin 


1 \ A Py 1 r . 
.* fs * 5 8 \ * 
o Ld * — * . 
— * * : * 
19 
v2; ' 1 i : 
- 47) : 
; e 5 f 


| 


— 


* uy » of * 
N E A & 
« a * 9 
= _ - 
* 


WAKEFIELD. 


« learning, about Greek, and coſmogony, and the 
« world ?* To this I replied with a groan. —_< Ay,” 
continued he, he has but that one piece of learning 
« in the world, and he always talks it away, when- 
I finds a ſcholar in company : auen 


4 rogue, and will catch him yet. 
Though I was already ſufficiently mortified; 1 
greateſt ſtruggle was to come, in facing my wife and 
daughters. No truant was ever more afraid of rey 
turning to ſchool, there to behold the maſter's ſweet 
viage, than I was of going home z I was determined, 
however, to anticipate their r * firſt falling i into 
a paſhon myſelf. Zy þ 7 
But, alas! upon entering, 1 found the family no 
way diſpoſed for battle. My wife and girls were all - 
in tears, Mr Thornhill having been there that day to 
inform them, that their journey to town was entirely 
over: the two ladies, having heard .reports of .us 
from ſome malicious perſon about us, were that day 
et out for London. He could neither diſcover the 
tendency, nor the author of theſe; but, whatever the) 
ight be, or whoever might have broached them, be 
ontinued to aſſure our family of his friendſhip and 
protection. I found, therefore, that they. bore my 
liſappointment with great reſignation, as as it Was echp- 
ed in the greatneſs of their own. But what perplered ; 
s moſt, was to think who could be ſo baſe as to af- 
perſe the character of a family ſo harmleſs as ours, too 


umble to excite envy, and too inoffenſive to crea 
' pult, | ' 
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1 Rar evening, ad a' Fart of the following as 
1 was employed in fruitleſs attempts to diſcover 
our enemies ; ſcarce u family in the neighbourtived 
but incurred out ſuſpicions, and each of us had re 
for our opinion, beſt known to ourſelves. - As- we were 
in this perplexity, one of our little boys, who had been 
playing abroad, brought in a letter-cafe, which he 
found on the green. It was quickly known to belong 
td Mr Burchell, with whom it had been ſeen, and 
upon examination, contained ſome hints upon different 
ſabjedts 3 ; but what particularly engaged our attention 
Was a ſealed note, ſuperſcribed, Th copy of « letttr 
be ent to the two ladies at Thornhill cal le. It inſtanth 

occurred that he was the baſe informer, and we dd 
Verated whether the note ſhould not be broke oped 
1 was againſt it; but Sophia, who ſaid the was fun 
hat of all men he would be the laſt to be guilty f 6 


r oþ: - on we oo 
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much baſeneſs, inſiſted upon its being read! 1 7 m 

ſhe was ſeconded by the reſt of the family, an 5 

their Joint ſolicitations, I read as follows: : . 15 
33 
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« The bearer will ſufficiently ſatisfy yon as to the- 
perſon from whom this comes : one, at leaſt the friend 
of innocence, and ready to prevent its being ſeduted. 
I am informed, for a truth, that you have ſome inten- 
tions of bringing two ꝓoung ladies to tan, whom IL 
have ſome knowledge of, under the character of com- 


uy 


5 panions. As I would neither have ſimplicity impoſed 
ce pon, nor virtue contaminated, I mult offer it as my 
opinion, that the impropriety of ſuch a Rep will be 
wtended with dangerous conſequences... It has never 
deen my way to treat the infamous or the lewd with 
1,8 ſeverity ; nor ſhould I now have taken this method of 


explaining myſelf, or reproving folly, did it not aim 
at guilt. Take therefore the admonitioh of a friend: 
and ſeriouſly refle& on the conſequences of introducing 
infamy and vice into retreats where peace mA 
cence have hitherto reſided.”* . ' + | 


Our doubts were now at an end. There ſeemed 
Mmdeed ſomething applicable to both fides in this letter, 
and its cenfures might as well be referred. to thoſe to 
whom it was written, as to us; but the malicious 
meaning was obvious, and we went no farther; My 
wife had ſcarce patience to hear me to the end, but 
railed at the writer with unreſtrained reſentment; O- 
hria was equally ſevere; and Sophia ſeemed perfectly 
amazed at his baſeneſs. As for my parts it appeared 
Hz, 5 
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| to me one of the vileſt inſtances of unprovoked ingry 
- titude I had met with. Nor could I account for it i 
| any other manner, than by imputing it to his define 
> of detaining my youngeſt daughter in the country, u 
have the more frequent opportunities of an interview. 
In this manner we all ſat ruminating upon ſchemes 
of vengeance, when our other little boy came running 
in to tell us that Mr Burchell was approachiug at. the 
other end of the field. It is eaſier to conceive than 
a deſcribe the complicated ſenſations which are felt 
fromthe pain of & recent injury, and the pleaſure d 
a approaching revenge. Though our intentions ven 
only to upbraid him with | his ingratitude, yet it was! 
reſolved /o do it in a manner that would be perfeti 
cutting. For this purpoſe, we agreed to meet him 
with our uſual ſmiles, to chat in the beginning with 
more chan ordinary kindnefs, to amuſe him à Tate; 
daut chen, in the midſt of the flattering calm, to bunk 
% upon him like an earthquake; and overwhelm hin 
55 with the ſenſe of his own baſeneſs. This being reſo 

ved upon, my wife undertook to manage the buſinels 
* herſelf, as ſhe really had ſome talents for ſuch ana 
dertaking. We ſaw him approach; he entered, drew 
Schair, and ſat down.. A fine day, Mx Burchell. 
A very fine day, Doctor; though I banchft 
&« ſhall have ſome rain, by the ſhooting of my corns.” 
——* The ſhooting: of. your horns,” cried my wite 

m a loud' fit of laughter, and then aſked pardon for 
being fond of a joke. Dear Madam, replied 
if I pardon. you with all my heart; N 
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« I ſhould not hdvethought it «joke un you told me. 


us, and yet I dare ſay you can tell us how many 


returned Burchell, you have been reading a jeſt» 
book this morning, that ounce. of jokes is ſo very 
« good a conceit; and yet, Madam, I bad rather ſee 
« half an ounce of underſtanding.” I believe you 
« might,” cried my wife, ill ſmiling at us, though 
the laugh was againſt her; and yet I have ſeen 
* ſome men pretend to underſtanding that have very 
« little... And, no- doubt,“ replied her antagoniſt, 
66 you have known ladies ſet up for wit that had none. 
I quickly began to find that my wife was likely ts 
pain but little at this buſineſs 3 ſo. I reſolved to treat 
him in a ſtyle of more ſeverity. myſelf Beth wit 
« and underſtanding,” cried I, * are trifles, without 
« integrity : it is that which. gives value t every cha» 
« rater. The ignorant peafant, without fault, is 
„greater than the philoſopher-with many; for what 
* is genius or courage without an. heart! An * 
« mau is the nobleſt work of Cod.“ 

« 1 always held that favourite maxim of Pope? 
returned Mr. Burchell, “ as very unworthy a man of 
* genius, and a-baſe deſertion of his own ſuperiority. 
* As the reputation of books is_raiſed,. not. by their 
freedom from defect, but the greatneſs of their 
* beauties ; ſo ſhould that of men be prized, not for 
© their exemption from fault, but the ſize of thoſe 
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* Perhaps not, Sir, cried my wife, winking ar 


40 + joker go to an ounce.“ “ I fancy, Madam, 
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« the champion ferocity z but ſhall we prefer to the 
men the low mechanic, who laboriouſſy plodi on 
& through life, without cenſure of applauſe ? M 
might as well prefer the tame corte® paintings ii 
® the Flemiſh ſcovl, to the erraii66ius bot mien 
© animations of the Roman pencil. 
* 8,” replied I, — AU 
© when there are ſhining virtues and minute defetts; 
@ but when it appears, that great vices are oppoſed i 
the ſante mind to as CT I 
< character deſerves contempt.” 
Perhaps critd he, © there may be Tbivie fie 
4 rhonſters as you deſctibe, of great vices jommed w 
great virtues ; yet, in my progreſs through liſe;1 
never yet found one inſtance of their exiſtence: 0 
& the contrary, I. have ever perceived, that} Wiki 
« the tnind was capacieus, the affecions wett göbd 
„And, indeed, Providence ſeems kindly our friend l 
. this particular, thus to debilitate the under ſtandin 
* where the heart is corrupt, and diminiſi the pod 
« where there is the will to do miſchief. TW ful 
n ſeems to extend even to other animals: "the lit 
* vermin race are ever treacherous, cruel; and c= 
4 ardly; whilft thofe endowed with are e 
er power, are generous, brave, and gentle.“ 
% Theſe obſervations found well,” rewe 
* and yet it would be eaſy this moment to pont oll 
„ man,” and 1 fixed my eye modeſtly upon him, 
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« traſt”, « Ay, Sin” cominned Ly raifing my voices 
« and I am glad to have this opportunity of detecting 
« him in the midſt of his fancied ſecurity. Do you 
% know this, Sir, this pocket-book ?“ Yes, Sir, 
returned he, with a face of impenetrable aſſurance,” 
« that pocket-book is mine ; and I am glad you have 
found it.“ And do you know, cried I, „ this 
jetter? Nay, never faulter, man; nn fall 
in the face: I ſay, „do n know this letter? 
« That letter,” returned be; © yes; it was 1 that 
« rote that letter.” —**xAnd. how.could you,” ſuid L, 
« {0 baſcly, ſo ungratefully, preſume to write this 
letter? .! And how came you,” replied he, wich 
looks of unparalleled effrontery, . ** fo baſely to pre - 
i ſume to break open this letter? Don't you: 'know; 
now, I could hang you all for this? All chat I have 
« to do, is to ſwear at the next juſtice's, that you have 
“been guilty of breaking open the lock of my pocket-" 
© book, and fo hang you all up at his door. This 
piece of unexpected inſolence raiſed me to ſuch a 
pitch, that I could ſcarce. govern my paſſion. Un- 
« orateful wretch, be gone, and no longer pollute 
my dwelling with thy baſeneſs. Be gone, and ne- 
ver let me ſee thee again; go from my doors; and 
the only puniſhment I wiſh thee, is an alarmed con» 
« ſcience, which will be a ſufficient tormentor! 80 
ſaying, I threw him his pocket-book, which he took 
up with a ſmile, and, ſhutting the claſps with the ut- 
molt compoſure, left us quite aſtoniſhed at the ſere- 
nity of his aſſurance. My wife was particularly en- 
| « raged, 


55 Fo mo © ww = a+ 


* „ oo 


2 ot 


— 


1 . 


waEA ELN 3 


n 4 * . EY K 5 \ 
K n "I £ | n 9 * * 2 F 2 8 
y bi * 9 1 a 


| # THE VICAR OF 2 1 
raged, that nothing could mae him angry, dr unt 
hint fem aſhamed of his villanie. „ My dey 
_ +2hat bad men warit ame; they culy bittfh dt be. 
« ing 'deteRed in Uding gbod, but Pier) un Uitir 
« vices.” ?“ | | | 
Gul und Shame, ſays the allegory, weft at Wi 
«-compatiions, und, in the beginning of their Jotrttty, 
« inſeparubiy kept together. But their union wa 
* ſootr found to be dlſagreeable, and incottveniemt u 
«both: Guilt gave Shame frequent unraſtneſt ; a 
* Shame often bettayed the fecret confpiracies bf 
Gut. After long diſagreememt, therefore, they it 
«4 length conſented to part for ever. Guilt badly 
« walked forward alohe, to overtake Fate, chat vent 
© before, in'the ſhape of an execttivner ; birt Satt, 
«being naturally timorous, returned back bo Re. 
%cotnpany with Virtue, which, in the degitmſhy bf 
their journey, they had left behind. This, thy 
« children, after men have travelled through a few 
* ſtages in vice, they no longer continue to have fue 
4 At doing evi, and fhame attends bnly upon their 
« virtues.” | e 
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Wäarrur R 4 have been Zophia's ſenſa- 

tions, the reſt of the family was eaſily confoled 
for Mr Burchell's abſence, by the company of our 
landlord, whoſe viſits. now begame' more frequent, 
and longer. Though he had been, diſappointed: in 
procuring my daughters the amyſements of the town. 
as he deſigned, he took every opportunity of ſupply» 
ing them with thoſe little recreations which our res 
tirement would admit of, He uſually came in the 
morning; and while my ſon and I followed our occy- 
pations abroad, he ſat with the family at home, and 
amuſed them, by deſcribing the town, with every 
part of which he was particularly acquainted. H 
could repeat all the obſervations that were retailed in 
the atmoſphere of the play-houſes ; and had all the 
good things of the high wits by rote, long before they 
made way into the jeſt-books. The intervals between 
converſation were employed in teaching my daugh- 
ters picquet, or ſometimes in ſetting my two. little 
ones to box, to make them ſharp, as he called it; but 
the hopes of having him for a ſon-in-law, in ſome 
weine, blinded us to all his defects. It muſt be 
owned, 


47 ©. = rr 


— * 6 7 * 4 1 TP 
a. * a " ' 
* 


66%/ THE Vicator 
owned, that my wife laid a thouſand ſchemes to ws 
trap him ; or, to ſpeak it more tenderly, uſed'every ut 
to magnify the merit of her daughter. If the caks 
at tea eat ſhort and criſp, they were made by Olivia 
/ if the gooſeberry wine was well Enit, the gooſeberriq 
were of her gathering; it was her fingers gave th 
pickles their peculiar green; and, in the —__ 
of a pudding, her judgment was infallible. _ 

poor woman would ſometimes tell the Sans 4 D 
ſhe thought him and Olivia extremely like each other 
and would bid both Rand up, to ſee which was tallef 
"Theſe inſtances of cunning, which ſhe thought imp 
netrable, yet, which every body ſaw through, we 
very pleaſing to our benefaftor, who gave every daf 
Tome new proofs of his paſſion, which, though! the 
had not ariſgn to propoſals of marriage: yet, nt 
thought, fell bur little ſhort of it; and his flowndi 
was attributed ſometimes to native baſhfulneſs, and 
ſometimes to his fear of offending a rich uncle. A 
occurrence, however, which happened ſoon after, put 
it beyond a doubt, that he deſigned to become one d 
the family; my wife even regarded ĩt as an abſolut 
promiſe. | 

My wife and daughters happening to return a 10 
to neighbour Flamborongh's, found that family hat 
lately got their pictures drawn by a limner, who tr 
velled the country, and did them for fifteen ſhilling 
a-head. As this: family and ours had long a fol 
of rivalry in point of taſte, our ſpirit took the ® 
larm at this ſtolen march upon us; and, notwith⸗ 
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ganding all 1 could y; (and 1 fald much.) E - 
reſolved that we ſhoul@have' ohr pictures done oo. 
Having, therefore, engaged the mmer; for What 
could 1 do ? our next delibergtion was,” to ſhow the 
uperiority of our taſte in the attitudes. As for our 
neighbour's family, there were ſeyen of them, and 
ey were drawn with ſeven oranges ; 2 thing quite 
ut of taſte, no variety in life, no compoſition” in the 
world. We defired to have ſomething done in a 
brighter ſtyle 3” and, after many debates, at length 
ame to an unanimous reſolution to be drawn toge- 
er in one large hiſtorical family. piece. This would 
be cheaper, ſince one frame would ferve for all; and 
it would be infinitely more genteel; for all Ales 
af any taſte were now drawn i in the ſame manner. As 
e did not immediately recolle& an hiſtorical ſubject 
to hit us, we were contented each with being 
drawn as independent hiſtorical figures. My wife de 
fired to be repreſented as Venus, with a Romacher 
richly ſet with diamonds, and her two little ones as 
upids by her fide, while I, in my gown and band, 
ras to preſent her With my books on tlie Bangorean < 
ontroverſy. Olivia would be drawn as an Amazon, 
itting upon a bank of flowers, dreſſed in a green jo- 
ph, laced with gold, and a whip in her hand. So- 
phia was to be a ſhepherdeſs, with as many ſheep as 
he painter could ſpare ; and Moſes was to be Urefſed 
but with an hat and white feather. Our taſte ſo much 
leaſed the Squire, that he inſiſted on being, put in as 
ne of the family, in the character of Alexander the 
Vor. I. 1 Great, 
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„ HE VICAR: or 1 
Great, at Olivia's feet. This was. conſidered by 
all as on ipdlicatien.of dis defenin.be introduced in 
the family in reality; nor could we refuſe his requel, 
| The painter was therefore ſet. to work; and, as he 
wrought with aſſiduity and expedition, in leſs thay 
| four days the, whole was completed. The piece wy 
large ; and, it muſt, be owned, he did not ſpare ki 
colours: for which my wife gave him great ency- 
miums. We were all perfectly ſatisfied with his. per: 
formance 3 but an unfortunate circumſtance had not 
occurred till the picture was finiſhed, which now ſtruct 
us with diſmay. It was ſo very large, that we, had 
no place in the houſe to fix it. How we. all came to 
diſregard ſo material a Point, is inconceivable ; bu 
certain it is, we were at this time all greatly over 
ſeen, | Inſtead, therefore, of gratifying our Vanity, 8 
we haped, there it leaned, in a moſt mortifying man. 
ner, againſt the kitchen-wall, where the canvas vn 


| ſtretched and painted, much too large to be got this 
any of the doors, and the jeſt of all our neighbous 


One compared it to Robinſon Cruſoe's long · boatz ta 
large to be removed; another thought it more relem- 
bled a reel in a bottle; ſome wondered how it ſhoull 
be got out, and Null more were amazed how it em 
got in. | 
© But'though it echte the ridicule of ſome, it is 
\ tually raiſed more ill-natured ſuggeſtions i in man 
The Squire's portrait being found united with outh 
was an honour too great to eſcape envy. Malicios 
: whiſpers began to e at our expence, and ou 


 tranquilli 
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tranquillity continually” to be diſturbed by! perſons 45 
who came as friends, to tell us what was faid of us 
by enemies. Theſe reports we always reſented '"with 
becoming ſpirit ; but ſcandal ever improves by oppoſi- 
tion, We again, therefore, entered into a conſulta- 
tion upon obviating the malice of our enemies, and 
at laſt came to a reſolution, which had too much eun- 
ning to give me entire ſatisfaction. It was this: as 
our principal object was to diſcover the honour of Mr 
Thornhill's addreffes, my wife undertook to ſound _ 
dim, by pretending to afk his advice in the choice of - 
an huſband for her eldeſt daughter. If chis va not 
found ſufficient to induce him to a declaration, it was 
then fixed upon to terrify him with a rival; which, it 
was thought, would compel him, though ever ſo re- 
fractory. To this laſt ſtep, however, 1 would by no 
means give my conſent,” till Olivia gave me the 
moſt ſolemn aſſurances, that ſhe would marry the per- 
ſon provided to rival him upon this occaſion, if Mr 
Thornhill did not prevent it, by taking her himſelf, 
Such was the ſcheme laid, which, though 1 did not 
ſtrenuoufly oppoſe, I did not entirely approve. 
The next time, therefore, that Mr Thornhill came 
to ſee us, my girls took care to be out of the way, iti 
order to give their mamma an opportunity of put- 
ting ber ſcheme in execution ; but-they only retired 
to the next room, from whence they could” overhear 
he whole converſation ; which my wife artfully in- 
duced, by obſerving,” that one of the Miſs Flambo- 
Toughs was like to have a very good match of it in 
I 2 Mr 
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eee To this the Squire e os | 
ceeded to remark, that they who had warm fortung 
were always ſure: of getting good huſbands; „ u 
e Heaven, help,” continued ſhe,, 4 the girls that 
| none. What: Ggnifies beauty, Mr. [Thornhill 2/ a 
. hat ſignivies/all the virtue, and all the erg 
tions in the world, in this age 5 
5 e WR RS but, n. ſhe !? is 
Gery: E Rn ab"; e un, 

2.-% Madam,” returned. hey b I highly, N | 
"= juſtice, as well as the novelty of your remarks ; and 
Prong king it ſhould be otherwiſe, .. It-woull 
_ *f.then, indeed, be fine times with the girls. 5 
- ® fortinies x our two young ladies ſhould. be. the f 
for whomI would provide.” ie ER 
Ah, Sir!” returned my wife, « you are Nag 
« to be facetious: but 1 wiſh I were 2. queen, and 

« then 1 know where they ſhould look for an huſbanl 
But now that you have put it into. my head, ſen 
* ouſly, Mr Thorghill, can't you recommend me 
« proper hulband. for my eldefl girl? She is no# 
te nineteen years old, well grown, and well educates 
and, in my kumble e does not wag; far 
| parts.“ „ 
« Madam,” replied he, 4 if J were to hooks | 

« would find out a perſon poſſefled of every accom 
_ pliſhwent that can make an angel happy. 0 
« with prudence, fortune, taſte, and ſincerity ; ſuch 
Madam, would be, in my opinion, the propet haf 
* band.” ——s Ay, Sir, ſaid ſhe, «hut do oO 
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« of any ſuch perſon .“ No, Madam,” returned. | 
he, « it is impoſſible to know any perſon that deſerves. - 
« to be her huſband ; ſhe's too great 2 treaſure for 
« one man's poſſeſſion. She's a goddels. Upon mx 
« ſoul, I ſpeak what I think, ſhe's an angel.” — Ah!. 
« Mr Thornhill, you only flatter my poor girl : but we 
« have been thinking. of marrying her to one of your 
« tenants, whoſe mother is lately dead, and who wants 
« a manager: you know who I mean, farmer Wil- 
« Hams; a warm man, Mr Thornhill, able to give 
« her good bread; ay, and who has ſeveral times 
« made her propoſals, (which was actually the caſe :) 
« but Sir, concluded ſhe, © I ſhould be glad to have 
your approbation of our choice.“ How, Ma- 
« dam,” replied he, my approbation my appro- 
« bation of ſuch a choice ! Never, What ! Sacrifice ſo- 
* much beauty, and ſenſe, and goodneſs, to a creature 
« inſenſ{ible of the bleſſing! Excuſe me, I can never 
« zpprove of ſuch a piece of injuſtice ! And I have 
© my reaſons “ ! Indeed, Sir,” cried Deborah, 
« if you have your reaſons, that's. another affair; but 
* I ſhould be glad to know thoſe reaſons,” ——< Ex- 
cuſe me, Madam,” returned he, « they ly too deep 
* for diſcovery, (laying his hand upon his boſom 9 
* they remain buried, rivetted here. 
After he was gone, upon, general Sennfeld we 
could not tell what to make of theſe fine ſentiments. - 
Olivia conſidered them as inſtances of the moſt exalt- 
ed paſſion, but I was not quite ſo ſanguine : it ſeemed I 
40 me pretty plain, that they had more of: love than | 
I 3 ma- 
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was her real character, pretending ' to laviſſi all her 


- quite dejected at this preference; and with as pen 
„ ir took leave; though I own it puzzled me ty nd 


lad it in his power ſo eaſily to remoye the cauſe If 
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matrimony in them 1 Jetz whatever: they! might par 
tend, was reſolved to proſecute the, ſcheme. of farm 


Williams, who, ſince, my daughter's firſt: appear 
* N had paid her his addreſſes- 
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wy 1 Eh tudied my ckild's rear IS the 
aſſiduity of Mr Williams pleaſed me, as he was 
in eaſy circumſtances, prudent, and fincere. It's 
quired but very little encouragement to reviße his 
former paſſion; ſo that in an evening or two after, he 

and Mr Thornhill” met at our houſe; and ſurveyed ead 
ether for ume time with looks of anger: but Wil 
liams owed his Landlord no rent, and little: regardel 
his indignation. ©. Olivia; on her ſide; ated the coqued 
to perfection, if that might be called acting, which 


tendernefs' on her new lover. Mr Thornhil* appeared 


Bim fo much i in pain as he appeared to be, when he 
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dclaring an honburable paſſion; But whathyer ben · 
aneſs he ſeemed to endure, it could eaſily be percei- 
ved that Olivia's anguiſh was fall greater. e 
of | thoſe. interviews between her lopers, of whic 
there were ſeyeral, ſhe uſually retired to ſolitude, ad 
there indulged hex grief. It was i in ſuch a fituation * 
found her one evening, after ſhe. had been for ſame. 
time ſupporting a-fiditions gajety-.. , You. now. ſee, 
« my child,” faid 1, “ that your e in. Mn 
« Thornhill's paſſion was all. a dream: e permits tha 
« rivalry of another, jevery/ way his inferior, though, 
« he knows it lies in his power to ſecure You, by a * 
« candid declaration himſelf. . Tes, pappa, c. 
turned ſhe, © but he has bis reaſons for this delay: 1 
« know he has. The ſincerity of his-looks and words. 
« convinces me of his real eſteem... A: ſhoxt time, L 
hope, will diſcover the generoſity of his ſentiments; | 
and convince. you that my opinion of him: has been 
more juſt than yours. Olivia, my darling 
returned I, „ every ſcheme that has been hitherta 
* purſued, to compel him to a declaration has been 
* propoſed and planned by yourſelf; non can yon in 
the leaſt ſay that I have · conſtrained au. But. yout”” 
* muſt not ſuppoſe; my dear, that F wilk be ever ins 
* ſtrumental in ſuffering his honeſt rival to bee 
* dupe- of your in pheed paſſion. Whatever time 
jou require to bring your fancied admirer 80 
* an explanation, ſhall be granted; but, at the . 
© piration of that term, if He is ſtill regardleſs, I muſt 
; _ hs that. honeſt Mr” Winans hall be 
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ne for bis fidelky. "The a with 
* T have hitherto ſupported in life demands Yhis Tie 
me; and my tenderneſs as a parent ſhalt' never ji 
4 flnence my integrity as a man. Name then your 
day; let it be as diſtant as you think proper] and, 
4 in the meat time, take cate to let Mr 'Thorikill 
© know the exact time on which 1 deſigu ddivering 
« you up to another. If he really loves you, his own 
* good fenſe will readily ſuggeſt that there is but one 
method alone to prevent his loſing you for ever“ 
his propoſal, which ſhe could not avoid conlider. 
ing as perfectly juſt, was readily agreed to. She agaig 
renewed her moſt poſitive promiſe of marrying Mr 
Williarhs, in caſe of the other's inſenſibility ; and, at 
* the next opportunity, in Mr Thornhill's prefence, 
that day month was fixed ee, with 
bt Such vigorous ys ſeemed to deen Mr 
Thornhill's anxiety: but what Olivia really felt gare 
me ſome uneaſineſs. In this ſtruggle between pn 
dence and paſſion, her vivacity quite forſook ber 
every opportunity of ſolitude was ſought and ſpent it 
gars. One week paſſed away, but her lover mad 
efforts to reſtrain her nuptials. The ſucceedunf 
r be was ſtill aſſiduous, but not more open. Ot 
the third he diſcontinued his viſits entirely; and, is 
Read of my danghter teſtifying any impatience, as | 
expected, ſhe ſeemed to retain a penſive tranquillith 
which I looked upen as a reſignation: For my om 


* 1 was now ſincerely pleaſed with thinking, W 
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my child was going to be gecured in a continuance of 
competence and peace, and frequently applauded: [her | 
reſolution. It was wichin about four days of her im 
tended nuptials, at my little family, at night, were 
gathered round à charming fire, telling ſtories of the 
paſt, and laying ſchemes. for. the future ; buſied in 


« in general? ——* My opinion, father, is, that all 


« ing, that, when lifter Livy is, maxried, 10, farmer | 
« Williams, we ſhall then haye the loan of his cydet- 
* preſs and brewing tubs for nothing. „ That we 
te ſhall, Moſes,” cried. I, © and he will ſing us. Dem 
and the Lady, to raiſe our ſpirits, into the bargain.” 
He has. taught that ſong to our Dick,” cried 


vo 


« is little Dick ? let him up with it boldly.” —* My 
« brother Dick,” cried Bill, my youngeſt, © is juſt 
* gone out with ſiſter Liyy; but Mr Williams has 
taught me two ſongs, and P11 fing them for you, 
+ Pappa. Which ſong do you chooſe, the Dying 
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* yer heard that yet: and Deborah, my life, grief 
* you know is dry; let us have a bene of the bell 
 (ooibhorry wine to keep up our ſpirits. I have 

4 * wept 
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things go on very well; and I was Fult now think® 5 


Moſes ; © and 1 think he goes thro! it ver; prettily.” 
“Does he ſo?” cried I, * then let us have it: where 


Swan, or the Elegy en the death of a'mad dey Mc 
„The Elegy, child, by all means,” faid II ne- 


yo 
forming a thouſand projects, and laughing at what» ' | | 
ever folly carne uppermolt. Well, Moſes,” cried I, 
« we ſhall ſoon, my boy, have a wedding in the fa- 

« mily : What 1 is your opinion of matters and 2 
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vercome me; _ ee 70ur Vil 


75 Aud if you find it wondrous bert, 
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*- wept if ach ar all bee 64 when fs 
„ Without an enlivening glafs, I am fare_thiswill 6 
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Give ear unto my ſong We. 5 * 1 5 1 


It cannot hold you long. 


a ie Gal ris das 

| Of whom the world might ſay, - 
That fill a godly race he ran, 

Whene'er he went to pray. ,_ 


f 0 


A ind and gentle heart he had, 

: To comfort friends and foes; - © 

The naked ev'ry day he clad,  _ - 
When he put on his clothes,  _ 


And in that town a dog was found. 
As many dogs there be, | 
Both mongrel, puppy, whelp, and hon 
And curs of low . 8 
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But, when a pique began, 11 

The dog, to gain his private, ends, 1 na 
Wer mae LIE Oy." e 


Around Fs all the neightring — 
The wand ring neighboprs, ran. 
And ſwore the dog had loſt his wth 
To bite ſo e. no iff 


The wound it ſeem'd both ſore and fad, 
To every Chriſtian eie: 22 
| Anl while they Grore the dog was 4. F 
They ſwore the man would die. 


But ſoon a wonder came to light, 
That ſhow'd: the rogues they ly'd; 
The man recover'd of the bite 
The dog it was that, dy'd. „ 1. 


„A very good boy, Bill, upon my word, and an 
' elegy that may truly be called tragical. Come, my 
children, here's Bill's heakh, and my he one wand 
be a bithop.” 

© With all my heart,” cried. my wife 3 * d if be 
* but preaches as well as he ſings, L make no doubt 
* of lim. The moſt of his family, by the mother's 
* lide, could ling a good ſong : it was a common ſay- 
ing in our country, that the family of the. Blenkin- 
ſops could never look ſtraight before them, nor the 
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„ Huggins blow but Ae chat there Wers noi 
Lol the Grograms but (could. fing a fongy” or of tl 
«© Marjorams but could tell a tory . Howe 
e that be,“ cried I, © the moſt vulgar ballad of they 
« all generally pleaſes me beter Ln he 

| « ones, ald things that 'petrify us in a Ningle fan | 
6 productions that we at once deteſt and praiſe. Po 
© the glaſs to your brother, Moſes# The great fa 
« of theſe elegiſts is, that'they are in deſpair for grih 
ec that give the ſenſible part of mankind very lit 
pain. A lady loſes her lap-dog, and fo the filly pos 
« runs home to verſify the diſaſter. 
That may be the mode,“ cried Moſes, « iq ſub 

"8 Beer compofitions; but the Ranelaugh ſongs that 
etc come down to us, are perfectly familiar, and "al 

&« in the ſame mould. Colin meets Dolly, and they 
4 hold a dialogue together; he gives her à fairing i 
ce put in her hair, and ſhe preſents him with à 196 

e gay, and then they go together to church, when 
& they give good advice to young nymphs _ ſwainh 
to get married as faſt as they can.” N 
And very good advice, too,“ cried T: 4 zndl 
© am told there is not a place in the world where a 
« vice can be given with ſo much propriety as there 

| «for, while it perſuades us to marry, it alſo furniſle 
ti us with a wife; and, ſurely, that muſt be an exce 

« lent market, my boy, where we are told what wm 
* want, and ſupplied with it when wanting.” | 
Les, Sir,“ returned Moſes, «and 1 know bud 
5 two ſuch markets for wives in Sy webe 
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« in England, and Fontarabia in Spain. The Spaniſu 2 
« market is kept open once a- year, but our Engliſh”, 
« wives are ſaleable every night.“ 
« You are right, my boy, eried his OI 
« England is the only place in the world for buſbdandss 
« to get wives.” — And for wives to manage their 
« huſbands,” interrupted I. * It is a proverb abroad, | 
« that if a bridge were built acroſs the ſea, all the la- 
« dies of the Continent would come overito take pat- 
« tern from ours ; for there are no ſuck wives in Eu- 
« rope as our own. tO OO v4 21h 8 

« But let us have one bottle more, Deborah, Wx 
« life ; and Moſes, give us & good ſong. What thanks * 
« do we not owe to Heaven, for thus beſtowing trun- 
© quillity, health, and competence? I think myſelf 
« happier now than the greateſt monarch upon earth. 
He has no ſuch. fire-flde, nor ſuch pleaſant faces 
* about it. Yes, Deborah, my dear, we are now- 
growing old; but the evening of our life is titely to/ 
* be happy, We are deſcended from anceſtors that 
krew no ſtain, and we ſhall leave a good and vir- 
' tuous race of children behind us. While we live, 
they will be our ſupport and our pleaſure here, and. 
hen we die, they will tranſmit our honour untaint- 
ed to-poſterity, Come, my ſon, we wait for your 
* ſong : let us have a chorus. But where is my dar- 
lng Olivia? That little cherub's voice is always 
ſweeteſt in the concert. Juſt as I ſpoke, Dick 
came running in: „O Pappa, Pappa, ſhe is gone 
from us, ſhe is gone from us, my ſiſter Livy is gone 
You, I. | K « from 
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—_ Am us ; for ever.” —* Gone, ada l- e Fe 
dis gone off with two gentlemen, in a paſt»chaile/; and 
one of them kiſſed ber, and and {aid he would die for 
© her z and. ſhe cried very much, and was for coming 
«©, back ;. but, he perſuaded her again, and the wen 
A into the chaiſe 3. and ſaid, O what will my poor 
Pappa do, when. he knows, I am Vn 
« Now, then,” cried.I,,* my; children, go; ad be mi 
* ſerable ; for, we ſhall never enjoy one hour mare. 
And O may, Heayen's, everlaſting fury light upon 
„him and his! thus to rob me of my child! 

- ſure it: will, for taking back my ſweet innocent that 
J was leading up to Heaven. Such fincerivy-as mp 
© child was poſſeſſed of But all our earthly happineb 
is now over. Go, my children, go and be miſtrable 
« and infamous; for my heart is broken within me!” 
“ Father,” cried my ſon, ** is this your. fort 
<« tude?” Fortitude, child! Yes, he ſhall ſee I hun 
« fortitude! Bring me my piſtols. L'II purſue the 
< traitor, While he is on earth Pl] purſue him. Ol 
as I amy he ſhall- find I can ſting him yet. The 
« villa! The perfidious villain !'*-—— I had by tl 
time reached down my piſtols, when my poor wile 
whoſe paſſions were not ſo ſtrong as mine, caught me 
in her arms. My deareſt, deareſt huſband,” cried 

| the, © the Bible is the only weapon that is fit for yout 
« 91d hands now. Open that, my love, and read it 
«anguiſh into patience ; for ſhe is vilely-deceived” 
—— Her ſorrow. repreſſed the reſt in ſilence 
"ſped, Sir,“ reſumed my ſon, after a pauſe, « yol 
1 2 | | 40. rage 
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„ You Wien | 
„be my mother's" comforter, and you increaſe her 
« pain. It ill ſuited you and your reverend charac- 
« ter, thus to curfe your greateſt enemy: 2 
„ got have curſed the wretch, villain as he 186. 

i« did not curſe him, child, did TP! Indeed, 
« Sir, you did, you curſed him twice.“ Then 
« may Heaven forgive me and him, if I did. An 
* now, my ſon, I ſee it was more than human bene- 
« yolence that firſt taught us to bleſs our enemies 1 
a Bleſſed be his holy name for all the good he has 
u piven, and for that he has taken away. But it in 
* not, it is not a ſmall diſtreſs that dan wring 'tears 
from theſe old eyes, that have not wept for ſo many 

years. My child !—To undo my darling! May 
e confuſion ſeize— Heaven forgive me, what am 1 
« about to ſay ! You may remember, my love, how 
« 990d ſhe was, and how charming; till this vile mo- 
* ment, all her care was to make us happy. Had 
ſhe but died ! But fhe is gone, the honour of dur 
family contaminated; and I muſt look out for hap- 
* pineſs in other wortds than here. But, my end, 
you faw them go off: perhaps he forced her away? 
* If he forced her, ſhe may yet be innocent.” A 
* no, Sir,” cried the child; © he only kifſed her, um 
* called her his angel, and ſhe wept: very much, and 
* leaned upon his arm, and they drove off very faſt.“ 
— 0 She's an ungrateful -7 ature,” cried niy wife; 
who could fcatce fpeak for weeping, * to uſe us thus. 
* he never had the leaſt conſtraint put upon her uf. 
K 2 i fections. 
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. feQions; The vile trumpet a 1 
parents wichout any provocation, thus to; lin 
your grey hairs to the graue, and L muſt ſhonl 
% follow. Po | "4199: 13 015 e 
4 this anne that night, the Girſt of our real mis 
Fortunes, was ſpent in the bitterneſs of cotnplaint, and 
"all ſupported ſallies of enthuſiaſm, I determined, how 
ever, to find out our betrayer, wherever he was, .and 
reproach his baſeneſs.. The, next morning, ve miſk 
bur wretched child at breakfaſt, where ſhe uſed-to gin 
life and cheerfulneſs to us all. My wife, as befor 
attempted to eaſe her heart by reproaches. « Never 
cried ſhe, * ſhall that vileſt ſtain of our family again 
%% darken thoſe harmleſs doors. I will never call be 
"«.Aaughter more. No; let the trumpet live with! 
her vile ſeducer: ſhe may bring us to ie 
te ſhe ſhall never more deceive us. | 
, Wife, ſaid I, © do not talk thus hardly: ** 
us telation of her guilt is as great as yours z but eve 
1 hall this houſe, and this heart, be open to a poor 
0 returning repentant ſinner. The ſooner ſhe. retum 
4 from her tranſgreſſion, the more welcome ſhall ſhe be 
to me. For the firſt time, the very belt may err at 
e may. perſuade, and novelty ſpread out its charm 
The firſt fault is the child of ſimplicity ;'but ever 
d other, the offspring of guilt. Yes, che wretched 
* creature ſhall be welcome to this heart, and this 
« houſe,, though ſtained with ten thouſand 'vices.” il 
« will again hearken to the muſic of her voice-, agai 
1 an mes fondly on her boſom, if I find but 
; | © > penance 
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« pentanee theres" We pot: ro 
a my ſtaff; I will Furſue her, wherever: ſhe is andi 
« though. I cannot {aye ber from ſbame, 11 W 
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1 the child could not t deſcribe the _ 


man's perſon: who handed his fiſter i into the poſt- 
chaiſe, yet my ſuſpicions fell entirely vpon our. young: 
landlord, whoſe character for fuch, intrigues. was bur 
too well known. I therefore directed my, ſteps 
wards Thorahill caſtle, reſylying to Ln him, 8 
if poſſible, to bring back my daughter! 2 but, before 
1 had reached his ſeat, I was met by one of my pa- 
riſhioners, who ſaid he ſaw. a young: Lady, ſemen 
my daughter, in a poſt -chai e with a gentleman, who,, 
by the. deſcription, . I could only gueſs to be Mr Bur- 
chell, and that they drove very faſt. This informa- 
tion, however, did by no, means Hatisfy 1 me.. chere | 
fore went to the: young Squire's, and, though i WAS: | 
yet early inſiſted. upon ſeeing him immediately be 


ow appeared, with * moſt * air, and 
eared,, k 3 * UI G emed! 
— TO 


. : that he and my daughter were actually gone towardy 
. che wells, about tLirty mites off, where there wg 


Fe . 
= * 1 * 4 6 
(> : FS w * * 
f pI?! ? \ 
#7 \ - 2 0 „ 
4 . 


Y A Thin OA Wk or 


| ſbemed pirfeftly ambzed at my drnghterts 
2 Proteſting, upon his honour, chat he was quite à fm, 
ſuſpicions, and could turn them only on My 
who, I recollected, had, of late, ſeveral private conſe 
rences with her: : but the appearance of another witnch 
i Feft me no room to doubt of his villany, who averred, 
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great deal of company. Hearing this, I reſolved ty! 
purſue them there. I walked along with earneſtnek; 
and enquired of feyeral by the way; bat received u 
accounts, till, entering the town, I was met by a per 
fon on horſeback, whom I remembered to have ſet 
at the Squire's, and he aſſured me, that if 1 followil 
72 to the. races, which were but thirty miles farthe; 

1 might depend upon overtaking them 3 for. be hal 
ſeen them dance there the night before ; and the whole 
| alſembly ſeemed charmed with my daughter's perfor 
ance. "Early the next day, I walked forward to'tht 
races, and about four in the afternoon. | | 
the courſe. 
The company made a v brilliant appearance, F 
earneſſly employed in one purſuit, hat of pleaſutii 
| how different from mine, that of reelaĩming a lofbell 
to virtue T thought T perceived Mr Burchell at out 
diſtanee from me : but, as if he dreaded an interns 
upon my approaching him, he mixed among a crow 
and I faw him no more. I now reflette Wat 
vould be to no puryaſato Telling r 
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and reſolved to return home to un —— 
2 my aſſiſtance. - But the agitations of my 
mind, and 
into — the ſymptoms of which I perceived be- 


pected ſtroke, as I was more than ſeventy miles diſtant 
from home: however, I retired to a little ale-houſe 
by the road ſide; and in this place, the ufual retreat 
of indigence and frogality, I laid me down, patiently 
to wait the iſſue of my diſorder. I languithed here 
for near three weeks ; but at laſt my conſtitution. pres 
vailed, though 1 was unprovided with money to defray 


anxiety from this laſt circumſtance alone might have 
brought on a relapſe, bad I not been ſupported by a 
traveller, who ſtopped to take a curſory refreſhment. 
This perſon was no other than the philanthropic book- 
ſeller in St Paul's church- yard, who has written © 
many little books for children: be called bhimſelf their 


was no ſooner alighted, but be was in haſte to be gone; 


and was, at that time, actually compiling materials 
for the hiſtory of one Mr Thomas Trip. I immedi- 
ately recollected this good · natured man's red pimpled 
face ; for he had publiſhed for me againſt the Dente- 
rogamiſts of the age, and from him I borrowed a few 
pieces, to be paid at my return. Leaving the inn, 
therefore, as I was yet but weak, I reſolved to return 
home by eaſy j6urnies of ten miles u day. * 
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the fatigues I had undergone, threw me 


the expences of my entertainment. It is poſſible the, 


friend ; but he was the friend of all mankind. He 


for he was ever on buſineſs of the utmoſt importance. 
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| tothe hand of correQtion. Man little knows, what cy 


_. eurideſcent/to the vale of wretchedneſs, which: fray 


-  Jomething'to flatter and: ſurpriſe it, Still as e os 
13 Wend, the objects appear to brighten,; unexpeded phy 


> „ 


| 4 ſtrolling company's cart, that was carrying ther 
ſcenes, and other theatrical furniture, to the next wh 


tended only by the perſon. who drove it, and obe 


the enſuing day. Good company upon the ad; f 


as J once had ſome theatrical powers myſelf, 1 dilly 


| vas pretty much unacquainted- with the, preſents 
es the tage, I demanded who were the proſentaleh 
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lamities are beyond his patience, to bear, till he dig 
them; as, in aſcending the heights of ambition, which 


ſome new proſpect / of hidden diſappointmęnt i ſon ij 


the ſummits of pleaſure appears dark and gloomy, i 
buſy mind, ſtill attentive to-its ewn amuſement, find 


pets amuſe, and the ee ng 
its gloomy ſituationn in 


dero hours, when 1 perceived what appeared at a dp 
ttance like the waggay, which I was reſolved: to o 


take; but, when I. ctme up with it, found it o 


lage, where they were to exhibit. The cart wn 


the company, as the reſt of the players were ,to-ſollej 


the proverb, is always the ſhorteſt cut: E there 
entered into converſation with the poor player ; ah 


ed on ſuch topics with my uſual freedom: but al 
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rrical writers in vogue }, who the Drydens and|Otways 
of the day !-——* I fancy, Sir,” cried - the player, 
« ſew of our modern dramatiſis would think tem- 
6 ſelves much honoured by being compared to the 
« writers you mention. Dryden and Rowe's manner, 

Sir, are quite out of faſhion; our taſte has gone 
© back a whole century. Fletcher, Ben Johnſon, and 
« all the plays of Shakeſpeare, are the only things 
that go down.“ How, ” cried I is it poſ· 


quated dialect, that abſolute humour, thoſe. over» 
charged characters, which abound in the works 7% 
© mention ?''— Sir, returned my companion, * the 
public think nothing about dialect, or humour, x 
character; for that is none of their buſineſs : ther 
© only go to be amuſed, and find themſelves happy 
' when they can Hoy Apantomime, under the fancy 
tion of Johnſon's op Shakeſpeare's name.“ — 
then I ſuppoſe,” cried I, © that our modern 
matiſts are rather imitators of Shakeſpeare. an of 
nature. To ſay the truth,” returned my com · 
panion, „I don't know that they imitate any thing at 
all, nor indeed does the public require it of them; 
lit is not the compoſition of the piece, but the num · 
' ber of ſtarts and attitude that may be introdu : 
* ced into it, that elic 7 applauſe. I have known a 
piece, with not one ſeſt in the whole, ſhrugged into 
* popularity ; ; and another ſaved by the poet's throw- 
"ing in a fit of the gripes. No, Sir; the works of 
*C ongreve and Farquhar have too much wit in them 
* for 
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L fer the preſent taſte eee wn 
„more natural. 
(Dj dt ds the pepe u d. em 
8 at the village; which, it ſeems, had bin 
apprired of our approach; and was core dut to g 
at us; for my companion obſerved that ſtrollers al 
have more ſpectators without doors than Within, Til 
not conſider the impropriety of my being in fuck bn 
pany, till I aw a mob gathered about me. 1 thetefon 
took ſhelter, %s fiſt as poflible, in the flyſt Ale ö 
that offered; and, being ſhown into the com 
room, was accoſted by a very well dreſſed gentlemm 
Who demanded whether I was the real chaplain d 
the company, or whether it was only to be ty tru 
querade character in the play? Upon informing ki 
bf the truth, and that 1 did not belong to the tow 
patty, he was condeſcending enough to defife mer 
and the player to partake in a bowl of punch, ohe 
Which he diſcuſſed modern politics with great cartel 
nei and ſeeming intereſt. 1 ſet him down in th 
own mind for nothing leſs than a parliament- man 
leaſt; and was almoſt confirmed in my conjecun 
when, upon my aſking what there was in the houſt ln 
ſupper, he inſiſted that the player and I ſhould i 
with him at his houſe; with which requeſt, after ſai 
eds, T1 Was prevailed on to comply. 
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liberties. 


HE houſe where we were to, be entertained, lying, 

at a ſmall diſtance from the village, our inviter 
bſerved, that as the coach was not ready, he would 
onduct us on foot; and we ſoon arrived at one of. 
e moſt magnificent manſions I had ſeen in the coun- 
y. Ihe apartment into which we were ſhown was. 
erſectly elegant and modern; he. went to give or- 
ers for ſupper, while the player, with a wink, ob- 
rred that we were perfectly in luck. Our entertain - 
ſoon returned: an elegant ſupper was ſoon brought 
; two or three ladies, in an eaſy diſhabille, were in- 
oduced; and the converſation began with ſome. 


SW "ightlineſs. Politics, however, was the ſubject on, 
bich our entertainer chiefly expatiated ; for he af. 


rted that liberty was at once his boaſt and his ter- 
r. After the cloth was removed, he aſked me if I 
ad ſeen the laſt Monitor? to which replying in. the 
epative. © What, nor the Auditor, I ſuppoſe ?”* cried 
© Neither, Sir,” returned I. © That's ſtrange, 
very krange,”.- replied my entertainer. Now, I. 
read all the 0 that _ out. The Daily, the 
6s Public, 
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Public, the Leger, the Chronicle, the 8 
« vening, the Whitehall Evening, the ſeventeen m 
a gazines, and the two reviews; and, though thy 
< hate each other, I love them all. Liberty, Sir, 1 
© berty is the Briton's boaſt ; and, by all my cou 
t mines. in Cornwall, I reverence its . 
a Then, it is to be hoped, cned I, 45 >Verenc 
the king.” . Yes,” returned my entertain; 
hen he does what we would have him; but if be 
« goes on as he has done of late, I' never trouble 
% myſelf more with his matters. 1. tay nothing ;1 
ci think only I cohld have directed ſome things better 
« I don't think there has been A ſulicient number 
*;advilers : : he ſhould adviſe with every perſon willng 
« to give him advice, and then we ſhould hare, thug 
done in another manner.” 
"I with,” cried I, © that ſuch, Yay ha bil 
46 were fixed i in the pillory. It ſhould be the duty a 
«honeſt men to aſſiſt the weaker ſide of oh conſli 
56 tution, that ſacred power that bas for. ſome year 
© been every day declining, and loſing its dye thay 
T7 of influence in the ſtate. But theſe ignorants tl 
0 continue the cry of liberty, and if they bat 
ee any weight, baſely throw it into the ſubſidig 
„„ . 
66 How, cried one 55 che ladies, « do 1 | tg! 
e {ve one ſo baſe, ſo ſordid, as to be an enemy to h 
00 berty, and a defender of tyrants? Liberty, 
61 facred gift of Heayen, that aten g 1 
6 Britons ! * 8 
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; there ſhould be any ſound at preſent advocates 
« for lavery? Any who are for meanly giving up 
« the privileges-of Britons F w vr Sins. be ſo ab- 
ject,” · . 
« No, Sir,” repliza/T, «64 1 am for viberiy; 88 at- 
tribute of gods! Glorious liberty! that theme of 
modern declamation. I»would have all men kings, L 
would be a king myſelf. We have all naturally an 
equal right to the throne : we are all originally e- 
qual. This is my opinion, and was once the opt- 
nion of a ſet of honeſt -men "who were called Le- 
' vellers. They tried to erect themſelves into a com- 
© munity, where all ſhould be equally free. But, alas"! 
it would never anſwer ; ; for there were ſome among 
them ſtronger, and ſome more cunning than others, 
© and theſe became maſters of the reſt ; for, as ſure 
' 2s your groom rides your horſes, becauſe he is a 
' cunninger animal than they, fo ſurely will the ani- 
mal that is. cunninger or ſtronger than he, fit upon 
' his ſhoulders in turn. Since, then, it is entailed. 
upon humanity to ſubmit ; and ſome are born to 
command, and others to obey ; the queſtion is, as 
there muſt be tyrants, whether it is better to have 
them in the ſame houſe with us, or in the ſame vil- 
 lage, or ſtill farther off, in the metropolis ? No, 
Sir, for my own part, as I naturally hate the face 
of a tyrant, the farther off he is removed from me, 
the better pleaſed am I. The generality of man- 
Vor. I. | 4 « kind 
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s xind alſo are of my way of thinking; and have tw 
% nimouſly created one king, whoſe election at ws 
4 diminiſhes the number of tyrants, and puts tyraw 
« at the greateſt diſtance from the greateſt number i 
*, people. Now, thoſe who were :tyrants themſch 
before the election of one tyrant, are naturally 
es yerſe to a power raiſed-over them, and whoſe weit 
5 maſt ever lean heavieſt on the ſubordinate onde 
4 It is the intereſt of the great, therefore, to'dimin 
4 kingly power as much as -poflible ; becauſe, 
i ever they take from it, is naturally reſtored tobe 


et ſelves; and all they have to do in a ſtate, is to wlll”! 
<« dermine the fingle tyrant, by which they N 
« their-primeval authority. Now, a ſtate may bei a 
_ «conſtitutionally circumſtanced, its laws may be 


4 difpoſed, and its men of opulence ſo. minded, as4 
7 to conſpire to carry on this buſineſs of undermai 


4 monarchy. If the circumſtances of the ſtate h "= 
.« ſuch, for inſtance, as to favour the accumulation 2 
4e wealth, and make the opulent ſtill more rich, 4h 4 
4 will increaſe their ſtrength and their ambition. N * 


« an accumulation of wealth muſt neceſſarily l 
-« the conſequence-m a ſtate, when more [riches 0 
e in from external commerce, than ariſe from anten 
e induſtry; for, external commerce can only ben 
c“ naged to advantage by the rich: and they have 
4 ſo, at the ſame time, all the emoluments ail 
c from internal induſtry : ſo that the rich, in ſud 
4 Rate, have two ſources of wealth; heren! 
| | ; 6 pol 
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poor have but one. Thus wealth, in all commer- 
cial ſtates, is found to accumulate; and ſuch have 
hitherto, in time, become ariſtocratical. Beſides 
this, the very laws of a+ countty may contribute 
to the accumulation of wealth; as, when thoſe na- 
tural ties that bind the rich and poor together, are 
broken, and it is ordained, that the rich ſhall only 
marry among each other; or, when the learned are 
held unqualified to ferve their country as counſel 
lors, merely from a defect of opulence ; and wealth: 
is thus made the object of a wiſe man's ambition 
by theſe means, I ſay, and ſuch means as theſe riches 
will aecumulate. The poſſeſſor of accumulated 
wealth, when furniſned with the neceſſaries and 
pleaſures of life, can employ the ſuperfluities oß 
fortune only in purchaſing power: That is, differ=- 
ently ſpeaking, in making dependents, in purcha« 
ſing the liberty of the. needy or the venal, of men 
who are willing to bear the mortification of conti- 
guous tyranny for. bread. Thus, each very opu- 
lent man generally gathers round him a circle..of 
the poorelt of people; and the polity abounding in 
accumulated wealth may be compared to a Carteſian 
ſyſtem, each orb with a vortex of. its own. Thoſe, 
however, who are willing to move in a great man's 
ortex, are only ſuch as muſt be ſlaves, the rabble 
ff mankind, whoſe ſouls, and whoſe education, are 
adapted to ſervitude, and who know nothing of li- 
dert) except the name. But there muſt ſtill be a- 
L 2 ES... large 


—_ THE'VICAR/OF 


large number of the people without the ſphere 
« the opulent man's inffuenee, namely, that order 
men which ſubſiſts between the · very rich and 4 
1 very rabble; thoſe men who are poſſeſſed! of u 
« large fortunes to ſubmit to the neighbouring m 
in power, and yet are too poor to ſet up for | 
ny themſelves. In this middle order of n 
© are generally to be found all the arts, ] 
« virtues of ſociety, Phis order- alone is known 
a be the true preſerver of freedom, and may be'« 
led the People. Now, it may happen; that th 
middle order of mankind may lofe all its inſſuen 
in a ſtate, and'its voice be in a manner drowned i 
« that of the rabble; for, if the fortune ſuffice 
« for qualifying a perſon at preſent to give daun. 
« in-ſtate affairs, be ten times leſs than was j 
« ſufficient, upon forming the conſlitution, it is n 
dent, that greater numbers of the rabble will th 
« be introduced into the political ſyſtem z* and they 
ever moving in the vortex of the great, will f 
low where greatneſs ſhall direct. In ſuch a fat 
u therefore, all that the middle order has lefty i 
_ 4 preſerve the prerogatives and privileges of-thet 
« principal tyrant, with the moſt ſacred circum 
tion; for he divides the. power of the viel 
@ calls off the great from falling with tenfold vel 
« on the middle order placed beneath them. 
« middie order may be compared to a tou, 
* which the opulent are forming the. ſiege, 
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« which the tyrant is eee While, 
« the beſiegers are in dread of the external enemy, 
« it is but natural to offer the townſmen the molt ſpe- 
« cious terms; to flatter them with ſounds,” and a- 
« muſe them with privileges ; but if they once. de» 
« feat the tyrant, the walls of- the town will be but- 
« 4 ſmall defence to its inhabitants. What they may 
then expect may be ſeen by turning our eyes to 
« Holland, Genoa, or Venice; where the laws go- 
« yern the poor, and the rich govern the laws. I 
« am then for, and would die for, monarchy, - ſacred- 
« monarchy ; ſbr, if there be any thing ſacred a- 
mongſt men, it muſt. be the anointed ſovereign of 
« his people; and every diminution of his power, in 
&« war or in peace, is an infringement upon the real 
' liberties of the ſubject. The-ſounds of liberty, pa- 
& triotiſm, and Britons, have already done much; it 
is to be hoped that the true ſons of freedom will 
prevent their ever doing more. I have known 
many of thoſe bold champions for liberty in my 
time, yet do I not remember one that was not in 
his heart and in his family a tyrant.” _ 
My warmth, 1 found, had lengthened this harangue: 
beyond the rules of good-breeding : but the impatience 
pt my'entertainer, who often - ſtrove to interrupt it, 
ould be reſtrained no longer. What!“ cried he,- 
then I have been all this while entertaining a Jeſuit: 
in parſon's cloaths; but, by all the coal mines of 
Cornwall, out he ſhall pack, if my name be Wilkin- 

| Ks 3- 10 ſon,” . 


give up liberty, property, and, as the Gazetteer ſays, 
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fon.“ I nom found I had gone too far, and'aſked 
pardon for the warmth with which I had ſpoken; 
Pardon le returned he, in a. fury: I think ſuch 
« principles demand ten thouſand pardons. What! 


« lye down to be ſaddled with wooden ſhoes ! Sir, Lins 
« fiſt upon your marching out of this houſe. immediate» 
ly, to prevent · worſe conſequences ;.Sir, I inſiſt upon 
« it.: I was going to repeat my remonſtrances j but 
jaſt then we heard: a footman's rap at the door, and 
the two ladies cried: out, As ſure as death, there iy 
«.0ur- maſter and miſtreſs come home. It ſeems my 
entertainer. was all this while only the butler, who, in 
his maſter's abſence, had a mind to out a Gigure, and 
be for a while the gentleman himſelf ; and, to ſay the 
truth, he talked polities as welt as moſt country gen» 
tlemen do. But nothing could now exceed my cots 
fuſion, upon ſeeing the gentleman, with his lady, as 
ter; nor was their ſurpriſe at finding ſuch-company: 
and good cheer leſs than ours. Gentlemen, eried: 
the real. maſter of the houſe to me and my companion, 
« I am your moſt humble ſervant; but I proteſt ths 
“js ſo unexpected a favour, that. I almoſt ſink under: 
ce the obligation. However unexpected our compaij 
might be to him, his, J am ſure, was ſtill more fot 
us; and I was ſtruck dumb with the apprehenſiom d 
my own abſurdity, when, whom ſhould-1I next ſee tu 
ter the room, but my dear Miſs Arabella Wilmot, 
who was formerly.deſigned to be married to my in 
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George ;: but whoſe match was broken off, as already» 
related. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw.me, the flew to my arms 
with the utmoſt joy. © My dear Sir, cried ſhe, .* to 
« what happy accident is it that we owe ſo unexpected 
« viſit? I am ſure my uncle and aunt will be in rap- 
« tures, when they: find they have the good. Dr Prim- 
« roſe. for their gueſt,” Upon hearing my name, the 
old gentleman. and lady very politely ſtepped up, and. 
welcomed. me with moſt. cordial. hoſpitality. Nor- 
could they forbear ſmiling, upon being informed of. 
the nature of my preſent. viſit : but the unfortunate. 
butler, whom they at firſt ſeemed diſpoſed to turn a«. 
way, was, at my interceſſion, forgiven. . 

Mr Arnold and his lady, to whom the houſe. be- 
longed, now inſiſted. upon having the pleaſure ot my 
ſtay for ſome days; and as their. niece, my charming 
pupil, whoſe mind, in ſome. meaſure, had been formed 
under my own. inſtructions, joined in their intreaties, 
] complied. That night I was ſhown to a magnificent. 
chamber; and the. next: morning early, Miſs Wilmot: 
deſired to walk. with me in the garden, which was 
decorated in the modern manner. After ſome time 
ſpent in pointing out the beauties of the place, ſhe en- 
quired, with ſeeming unconcern, when laſt I had heard 
from my ſon. George. Alas! Madam,” cried I, 
* he has now been near: three years abſent without 
"ever writing to his friends or me. Where he is, I 
"know not; perhaps I ſhall never ſee him or happi- 
* neſs more, No, wy dear Madam, we ſhall never 
more 
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more ſee ſuch pleaſing hours as were once ſpent by 
our fire-fide at Wakefield. My little family a 
c now diſperſing very faſt; and poverty has brongtt 
not only want, but infamy upon us.“ The good- 
natured girl let fall a tear at this account ;- but as | 


ſaw her poſſeſſed of too much ſenſibility, I ferbore 2 


more minute detail of our ſufferings. It was, bow. 
ever, ſome confolation to me, to find that time had, 
made no alteration in her affections; and that ſhe: 
had rejected ſeveral matches that had been made ber 
ſince our leaving her part of the country. She led 
me round all the extenſive improvements of the place, 
pointing to the ſeveral walks and arbours, and at the, 
ſame time catching from every object a hint for ſom: 
new queſtion relative to my ſon. In this manner we; 
ſpent the forenoon, till the bell ſummoned us in to 
dinner, where we found the manager of the ſtrolling, 
company, who was come to diſpoſe of tickets for the 
Fair Penitent, which was to be acted that evening; 
the part of Horatio by a young gentleman, who had. 
never appeared on any ſtage. before. He ſeemed u 


be very warm in the praiſes of the new performer, 


and averred, that he never ſaw any who bid ſo far 


for excellence. Acting, he obſerved, was not learned: 


in a day: But this gentleman,” continued he, © ſeems 
« born to tread the ſtage. His voice, his figure, bs 
attitudes, are all admirable. We caught him up 
«accidentally, in our journey down.“ This account, 


iz ſome. meaſure, excited our curioſity ; and, at the 
intreatf 
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treaty of the ladies, I was preyailed upon to accome" | 
| pany them to the play-houſe, which was no other than 

2 barn. As the company with which I went was in- 
conteſtibly the chief of: the place, we were received 
with the greateſt. reſpect, and placed in the front ſeat 
of the theatre; where we fat for ſame time, with no 
ſmall impatience, to ſee Horatio make his appearance. 
The new performer advanced at laſt, and I found it 
was my unfortunate ſon.. He was going to begin, 
when, turning his eyes upon the audience, he percei- 
ved us, and ſtood at once ſpeechleſs and immoveable. 
The actors behind the ſcene, who aſcribed this pauſe 
to his natural timidity,. attempted to encourage him; 
but inſtead of going on, he burſt into a flood of tears, 
and retired off the ſtage. I don't know what were 
the ſenſations: I felt; for they ſucceeded with too» 
mach rapidity for deſcription ; but I was ſoon awakedi 
from this diſagreeable reverie by Miſs Wilmot, who, 
pale, and with a trembling voice, deſired me to con- 

duct her back to her uncle'ss When got home, Mr 
Arnold, who was as yet a ſtranger to our extraordi- 
nary behaviour, being informed that the new perform- 

er was my ſon,, ſent his coach, and an invitation for 
him; and as he perſiſted in his refuſal to appear again 
upon the ſtage, the players put another in his place, 
and we ſoon had him with us. Mr Arnold gave him 
the kindeſt reception, and I: received him with my 
uſual tranſport; for I could never counterfeit falſe 
reſentment. Miſs Wilmot's reception was mixed with 
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ſceming negle&, and yet [ could perceive ſhe adted'2 
ſtudied. part. The tumult in her mind ſeemed not 
yet abated; ſhe faid twenty giddy things that loched 
like joy, and then laughed loud at her dn want of 
meaning. At intervals, ſhe would take a ſly peep at 
the glais, ar if happy in the conſciouſneſs af untefilting 
beauty, and often would aſk queſtions, without giving 
any manner of attention to the anſwers... | 


16 . 92 | 


END OF VOLUME FIRST; 


- 


